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11: Burke, Dennis (USAAZ) 
c Thursday, January 07, 2010 5.08 PM 

• v: Morrissey, Mike (USAAZ) 
Cc: Lodge, Joe (USAAZ); Hurley, Emory (USAAZ) 
Subject: RE: heads up on gun trafficking case 

Hold out for bigger. Let me know whenever and w/ whomever I need to we igh-in. 

From: Morrissey, Mike (USAAZ) 
Sent: Tuesday, January OS, 2010 5:13 PM 
To: Burke, Dennis (USAAZ) 
Cc: Lodge, Joe (USAAZ); Hurley, Emory (USAAZ) 
Subject: heads up on gun trafficking case 

Dennis- Joe Lodge has been briefed on this but wanted to get you a memo for your review. 
Bottom line- we have a promising guns to Mexico case (some weapons already seized and 
accounted forL local ATF is on board with our strategy but ATF headquarters may want to do a 
smaller straw purchaser case. We shou ld hold out for the bigger case, try to get a wire, and if 

-1ils, we can always do the straw buyers. Emory's memo references that this is the "Naco, 
..:xico seizure case" -- you may have seen photos of that a few months ago. << File: Emory 

trafficking case .wpd >> 

........ ~-------------------------
Cc : 

,,, 
" 

Subject: 

Hold oul for bigger 

Burke DenniS (USAAZ) 
Thursday , January 07. 2010 5 08 PM 
Morrissey , Mike (USAAZ) 
Lodge, Joe (USAAZ): Hurley, Emory (USAAZ) 
RE' heads up on gun traffick ing case 

let me know whenever and w/ whomever I need to weigh-in. 

From: Morrissey, Mike (USAAZ) 
Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2010 5:13 PM 
To: Burke, Dennis (USAAZ) 
Cc: Lodge, Joe (USAAZ); Hurley, Emory (USAAZ) 
Subject: heads up on gun trafficking case 

Dennis - Joe Lodge has been briefed on this but wanted to get you a memo for your review . 
Bottom line - we have a promising guns to Mexico case (some weapons already seized and 
accounted for ), loca l ATF is on board w ith our strategy but ATF headquarters may want to do a 
sma ller straw purchaser case. We should hold out for the bigger case, try to get a wi re, and if 

"lils, we can always do the straw buyers. Emory's memo references that this is the "Naco, 
, xico se izure case" -- you may have seen photos of that a few mont hs ago. « File : Emory 

trafficking case .wpd » 
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Memorandum 
To: 

Subject: 

Date: 

Mike Morrissey 

Emory Hurley 

M:muei Celis Acosta Trafficking lnvestigation 

JrulUary 5, 20ID 

~ United 8lalj)8 Attol'no(s OITioo 
Ilislric! of Arizona 

Today I mel with ATF regardin g their investigation centered around Manuel Celis Acosta, suspected of 
trafficking firearms to Mexico. He is the center ofa hub-and-spokes conspiracy involving. or more straw 
purchasers. Based upon inspection 0[44735, the case involves more than 600 firearms purchased to clute. 
There have been recoveries of approximately 100 firearms in both the US and Mexico, including a seizure 
of nine fireanns in lJouglas, Arizona, and the Naco seizure of forty-one AK variants. 

We have reviewed the available evidence thus far and agree that we do not have any chargeable offenses 
against any of the players . In the past, ATF agents bave investigated cases similar to this by confronting the 
straw purchasers and hoping for an adm ission thaI might lead to charges, This carnes a substantial risk of 
letting the members of the conspi racy know that they are the subject of an investigation and not gain any 
useful admissions from the straw buyer. In the last couple of years, straw buyers appear to be well coached 
in how to avoid answering question aboui fireanns questions, Even when the straw buyers make 
admissions and can be prosecuted, they are easily replaced by new straw buyers and the flow of guns 
remains unabated. 

In this case, A TF has discovered that tbe central target of their investigation is linked to a state wire case 
being run out of the DEA wire room, They have reviewed a number of "dirty" calls from the Celis Acosta 
regarding gun trafficking and believe that they could pursue a federal T·m. me)' are also pursuing pole 
cams and other surveillance. It is believed that at a number of locations. 
includ ing an aUla-body shop. We current!) 
link the various players in this investigation. 

A TF belicves that there may be pressure from A TF headquarter:- to I rnmediat~l) contact identifiable straw 
purchasers jusl to ~ee if this develop::; any Indictable cases and to stem the flov. of guns. Local A TF favors 
pursuing a "-lfe and surveillance \0 build a cas{' agl1inst the leader of the orgalllL.atlUll If a ca~e cannot be 
developed against the hub 01 the con!lp imcy, he will be able to replace the spokes as nceded and continue to 
traffic fl1canns. I am fmnilia! with the difiiculties of building a case onl) upon the intcn'lews of a few 
stm" purchas:;:rs and h<'lv (:' ~t:el IHdH) .su"l! iuvestiglltiom fulter a1 the first intr-rvif'\\ 1 concur with L(lcal 
A lV's dt::clslon to pursue a longer term Ulvesti!:;ation 10 target tht' leader orlhe conspiracy. 

pj':asc ~ct!TIt: LIOW !I you n~r.;d Hdditll'lIal Infonlldtlllf' on IlllS mai.tt:r Thank ~ Jtl 




