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GRASSLEY:
On February 4th, 2011, the department sent me a letter also assuring me that allegations of gun
walking were untrue. It reads, quote, "ATF makes every effort to interdict weapons that have
been purchased illegally, and prevent their transportation to Mexico," end of quote.

That statement is absolutely false. And you admitted as much last night, that you knew by April,
2010, that ATF walked guns in Operation Wide Receiver. That is that correct, yes?

BREUER:
Yes, senator. What I...

GRASSLEY:
That's all I need to know, if that's correct. Did you review that letter before it was sent to me?

BREUER:
Senator, again, I just want to be clear that, as I told you a moment ago, I regret that in April of
2010 that I did not draw the connection between Wide Receiver and Fast and Furious.
Moreover, I regret that -- that even in earlier this year that I didn't draw that connection.

In direct answer to your question, senator, I can say -- I cannot say for sure whether I saw a
draft of the letter that was sent to you. What I can tell you, senator, is at that time, I was in
Mexico dealing with a very real issues that we are all so committed to.

But I also regret, as I've said, that I didn't draw that connection earlier.

GRASSLEY:
After learning of gun walking in Wide Receiver, did you ever inform the Attorney General Holder
or deputy attorney general about it? And if so, when? And if not, why not?

BREUER:
Senator, I can't be more clear. I've said to you, and I will continue to, I regret the fact that in April
of 2010, I did not. At the time, I thought that we -- dealing with the leadership of ATF was
sufficient and reasonable.

And frankly, given the amount of work I do, at the time, I thought that that was the appropriate
way of dealing with it. But I cannot be more clear that knowing now -- if I had known then what I
know now, I, of course, would have told the deputy and the attorney general.

GRASSLEY:
Did you ever tell anybody else in the Justice Department leadership the same thing? And if so,
who and when?

BREUER:
Senator, I thought we had dealt with it by talking to the ATF leadership.

GRASSLEY:
OK. How many guns were walked in Wide Receiver?

BREUER:
Senator, I can probably try to look at that. Of course, that was in 2006 and 2007. Just to be
clear, if I may, senator, that was a case that had been abandoned and languished. It was my
division that decided to take a case where guns had been permitted to go to Mexico years
earlier, and at least make sure that the criminals who were responsible for purchasing those
guns were held to account.

As a result of that, senator, we prosecuted 11 different people. I think to answer your question, in
total, probably about -- if my math is good, probably about 350 or so. But, senator, I will have to
double check that number.

GRASSLEY:
I think you are very close. So you don't have to check that number. According to my information,
just five straw buyers -- I will refer to the chart here and then I'll quit and let you go on to another
member. And I'll do some more on a second round.

According to my information, just five of the straw buyers in Fast and Furious were allowed to
buy nearly 1,000 weapons. When did you first know that guns were walked in Fast and Furious?
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Senator Chuck Grassley 

Questions for the Record for 

Assistant Attorney General Lanny Breuer 

 

 

1. Department Letter of February 4, 2010 

 

Last week when asked whether you saw a draft of the February 4 letter sent to me that contained 
the false statement, “ATF makes every effort to interdict weapons that have been purchased 
illegally, and prevent their transportation to Mexico,” you responded: “I cannot say for sure 
whether I saw a draft of the letter that was sent to you. What I can tell you, Senator, is at that 
time, I was in Mexico dealing with the very real issues that we are all so committed to.” 
 

Questions: 

(a) Did your Deputy Assistant Attorney General (DAAG) Jason Weinstein review the 
Department’s February 4, 2010 letter to me? 

 
(b) Who else in the Criminal Division reviewed the letter? 

 
(c) What were the dates you were in Mexico in late January and early February 2010? 

 
(d) When did you first become aware that the Department denied in its February 4 

letter allegations that guns had been walked? 
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From: Weinstein, Jason 
Sent: 
To: 

Friday, April 30, 2010 7:03 PM 
Breuer, Lanny A. 

Subject: Re: Operation Wide Receiver 

As you'll recall from Jim's brieffng, ATF let a bunch of guns walk in effort to get upstream conspirators but only got 
straws, and didn't recover many guns. Some were recovered in MX after being used in crimes. Billy, Jim, Laura, Alisa 
and I all think the best way to announce the case without highlighting the negative part of the story and ri sking 
embarrassing ATF is as part of Deliverance. 

Jason M. Weinstein 
Deputy Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

---- Original Message --
From: Br~uer, lanny A. 
To: Weinstein. Jason 
Sent: Fri Apr 30 18:39:45 2010 
Subject: Re: Operation Wide Receiver 

Anything I should know about thos? 

----- Original Message --
From: Weinstein, Jason 
To: Breuer, l anny A.; Raman, Mythil1; fagelt, Steven 
Sent: Wed Apr 28 IB:59:27 2010 
Subject: Operation Wide Receiver 

Jim T and I met with Billy Hoover and with laura and Alisa to talk about this gun t rafficking case with the issues about 
the guns being allowed to walk tor Investigative purposes. Can fill you ill lUllIUllUW in more detail but we nil think the 
best move is to indict both Wide Receiver t and Wide Receiver II under sea l and then unsea l as part of Proj!:!d 
Deliverance, where focus will be on aggregate seizures and not on particulars of anyone indictment. 

Jason M. Weinstein 
Deputy Assistant Attorney General 
CrimInal Division 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
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The Honorable Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Mi nority Member 
Committee 0 11 the Judiciary 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 205 10 

Dear Senator Grassley: 

U.S. Department of Justice 
Office of Legi!>l;l ti vc Afbil'l-

February 4, 2011 

Thi s responds to yo ur letters. dated January 27, 20 II and January 3 1.2011 , to Acting 
Director Kenncth Melson of the Department's Bureau of Aleohol. Tobacco, Firearms. and 
Explos ives (ATF). regard ing Project Gunrunner. We apprec iate your strong support for the 
Department 's law enforcement mission. 

At the ouLset. the allegat ion desc ri bed in your January 27 letter- that ATF "sanctioned" 
or otherwise knowingly allowed the sale of assault weapons to a straw purchaser who then 
transported them into Mexico-is false. ATF makes every effon to imerdict weapons that have 
been purchased illegall y and prevent their transportation to Mex ico. Indeed. an important goa l of 
Project Gunrunner is to stop the now of weapons from the United States to drug cartel s in 
Mexico. Si nce its inception in 2006. Project Gunrunner investigations have se ized in excess of 
10.000 firearms and 1.1 million ro unds ofam11lunition destined for Mexico. Hundreds of 
indiv iduals have been convicted of criminal otTenses arising from these investigations and many 
others are on-going. ATF remains committed to investigat ing and di smantling firearms 
traffi cking organizations, and will continue to pursue those cases vigo rously with all avai lable 
investigat ive resources. 

In thi s vein, the suggestion that Project Gunrunner focuses simply on straw purchasers is 
incorrect. The defendants named in the indictments referenced in your January 27 leiter include 
leaders of a sophist icated gun trafficking organization. One of the goa ls of the investigati on that 
led to those indictments is to di smantle the entire trafficking organization , not merely to arrest 
straw purchasers. 

I also want to assure you that ATF has made no attempt to reta li ate against any of it s 
agents regarding this matter. We recogni ze the importance of protecting employees from 
retaliation relating 10 their di sclosures of waste, fraud, and abuse. A TF employees receive 
annua l training on their rights under the Whistleblower Protection Act. and those wi th 
knowledge of waste, fraud. or abuse are encouraged to communicate directly with the 
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Page Two 

Department's Office of Inspector General. These protections do not negate the Department's 
legitima'te interest in protecting confidential information about pending criminal investigations. 

We also want to protec t investigations and the law enfo rcement personnel who direc tl y 
conduct them frol11 inappropriate political influence. For this reason, we respectfull y request that 
Committee slaff not contact law enforcement personnel seeking information about pending 
criminal invest igations. including the investigation into the death of Customs and Border Patrol 
Agent Brian Terry. Like you. we are deeply concerned by his murder, and we are act ively 
investigating the malter. Please direct any inquiry into hi s killing to this o ffice. 

The Department would be pleased to provide a briefing to Committee staff about Project 
Gunrunner and ATF's efforts to work with its law enforcement partners to build cases that wi ll 
di srupt and dismantle criminal organizations. That briefing wou ld not address the on-going 
crim inal investigation referenced in your letter. As you know, the Department has a long
standing policy against the disclosure of non-pUblic information about pending criminal 
investigations, which protects the independence and effectiveness of our law enforcement efforts 
as well as the privacy and due process interests of individuals who mayor may not ever be 
charged with criminal offenses. 

We hope that thi s infomlation is helpful and look forward to briefing Committee stafT 
about Project Gunrunner. Please do not hesi tate to contact thi s office if we may provide 
additional assistance about thi s or any other matter. 

cc: The Honorablc Patrick J. Leahy 
Chairman 

Sincerely. 

Ronald Weich 
Ass istant Attorney Gcneral 




