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The Honorable Hilda Solis
Secretary

U.S. Department of Labor
200 Constitution Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20210
Dear Secretary Solis:

In January, I wrote to inform you of the impending closure by Smithfield Foods of the John
Morrell pork slaughter and processing facility in Sioux City, Iowa. This closure has resulted in
the loss of nearly 1,500 jobs. As I mentioned in my previous letter, the size and scope of this
layoff, during this already slow economic period, will have a major impact on the economy of
Sioux City and the neighboring areas.

I was pleased to receive your letter and your commitment to make every effort to help workers
dislocated from their jobs and to help prepare these workers for new job opportunities. You also
indicated that should the layoffs overwhelm the formula resources available for the Sioux City
region, you would provide fair and prompt consideration of a National Emergency Grant
application.

I’m writing you today to make you aware of a National Emergency Grant application that was
recently submitted to the Department of Labor to provide additional resources to respond to this
closure. For your benefit, I've enclosed a copy of the application. A significant number of the
dislocated workers have expressed a willingness to utilize these services to aid in their re-
employment. I’'m hopeful that the Department of Labor can quickly consider this NEG
application. These funds will be critical in helping these dislocated workers improve their skills
and increase their employability.

Again, I am grateful for your attention to this matter and I urge your quick action on the pending
National Emergency Grant request.

Sincerely,

Ubck

Charles E. Grassley
United States Senator
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