
Attached Documents 

1) Justice Department’s Feb. 4, 2011 letter to Senator Grassley: “ATF makes 
every effort to interdict weapons that have been purchased illegally and 
prevent their transportation to Mexico.” 
 

2) Dec. 3-4, 2009: Assistant Attorney General Lanny Breuer approves a 
Gang Unit prosecutor being assigned to ATF gun trafficking cases at the 
request of ATF Acting Director Kenneth Melson.  (HOGR ATF 2730) 

 
3) Mar. 1, 2010: That Gang Unit prosecutor, Joe Cooley, reports to ATF and 

begins on Operation Fast and Furious around the time his fellow Gang 
Unit prosecutor Laura Gwinn is reporting up the chain that guns were 
walked in Operation Wide Receiver.  (HOGR ATF 2155-2156) 

 
4) Mar. 5, 2010: Joe Cooley’s handwritten notes.  Cooley is briefed on 

Operation Fast and Furious as well as Operation Wide Receiver.  (HOGR 
DOJ 2807-2809) 

 
5) Mar. 12, 2010: Deputy Attorney General Gary Grindler’s notes from 

briefing on Operation Fast and Furious.  Grindler’s notes include such 
details as the fact that by March 12, one straw buyer had bought 313 guns 
and another had bought 231; the amount of money each straw buyer had 
spent on gun purchases, most in the tens of thousands of dollars, along 
with a note from Grindler saying “all cash”; and a map of where in 
Mexico guns were being recovered.  (HOGR DOJ 2817-2823) 

 
6) Mar. 16, 2010: Deputy Assistant Attorney General Jason Weinstein asks 

the chief of the Gang Unit Kevin Carwile, to whom both Cooley and 
Gwinn report:  “[D]id ATF allow the guns to walk, or did ATF learn about 
the volume of guns after the FFL began cooperating?”  As Justice 
Department officials acknowledged yesterday in a widely-attended 
briefing with Congressional staff, Carwile’s recollection that “they learned 
afterward” would prove to be false.  (HOGR WR 3439) 

 
7) Apr. 30, 2010: Weinstein tells Breuer “ATF let a bunch of guns walk in 

effort to get upstream conspirators but only got straws, and didn’t recover 
many guns.  Some were recovered in MX after being used in crimes.” 
(HOGR WR 3485) 
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The Honorable Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Mi nority Member 
Committee 0 11 the Judiciary 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 205 10 

Dear Senator Grassley: 

U.S. Department of Justice 
Office of Legi!>l;l ti vc Afbil'l-

February 4, 2011 

Thi s responds to yo ur letters. dated January 27, 20 II and January 3 1.2011 , to Acting 
Director Kenncth Melson of the Department's Bureau of Aleohol. Tobacco, Firearms. and 
Explos ives (ATF). regard ing Project Gunrunner. We apprec iate your strong support for the 
Department 's law enforcement mission. 

At the ouLset. the allegat ion desc ri bed in your January 27 letter- that ATF "sanctioned" 
or otherwise knowingly allowed the sale of assault weapons to a straw purchaser who then 
transported them into Mexico-is false. ATF makes every effon to imerdict weapons that have 
been purchased illegall y and prevent their transportation to Mex ico. Indeed. an important goa l of 
Project Gunrunner is to stop the now of weapons from the United States to drug cartel s in 
Mexico. Si nce its inception in 2006. Project Gunrunner investigations have se ized in excess of 
10.000 firearms and 1.1 million ro unds ofam11lunition destined for Mexico. Hundreds of 
indiv iduals have been convicted of criminal otTenses arising from these investigations and many 
others are on-going. ATF remains committed to investigat ing and di smantling firearms 
traffi cking organizations, and will continue to pursue those cases vigo rously with all avai lable 
investigat ive resources. 

In thi s vein, the suggestion that Project Gunrunner focuses simply on straw purchasers is 
incorrect. The defendants named in the indictments referenced in your January 27 leiter include 
leaders of a sophist icated gun trafficking organization. One of the goa ls of the investigati on that 
led to those indictments is to di smantle the entire trafficking organization , not merely to arrest 
straw purchasers. 

I also want to assure you that ATF has made no attempt to reta li ate against any of it s 
agents regarding this matter. We recogni ze the importance of protecting employees from 
retaliation relating 10 their di sclosures of waste, fraud, and abuse. A TF employees receive 
annua l training on their rights under the Whistleblower Protection Act. and those wi th 
knowledge of waste, fraud. or abuse are encouraged to communicate directly with the 



The Honorable Charles E. Grassley 
Page Two 

Department's Office of Inspector General. These protections do not negate the Department's 
legitima'te interest in protecting confidential information about pending criminal investigations. 

We also want to protec t investigations and the law enfo rcement personnel who direc tl y 
conduct them frol11 inappropriate political influence. For this reason, we respectfull y request that 
Committee slaff not contact law enforcement personnel seeking information about pending 
criminal invest igations. including the investigation into the death of Customs and Border Patrol 
Agent Brian Terry. Like you. we are deeply concerned by his murder, and we are act ively 
investigating the malter. Please direct any inquiry into hi s killing to this o ffice. 

The Department would be pleased to provide a briefing to Committee staff about Project 
Gunrunner and ATF's efforts to work with its law enforcement partners to build cases that wi ll 
di srupt and dismantle criminal organizations. That briefing wou ld not address the on-going 
crim inal investigation referenced in your letter. As you know, the Department has a long­
standing policy against the disclosure of non-pUblic information about pending criminal 
investigations, which protects the independence and effectiveness of our law enforcement efforts 
as well as the privacy and due process interests of individuals who mayor may not ever be 
charged with criminal offenses. 

We hope that thi s infomlation is helpful and look forward to briefing Committee stafT 
about Project Gunrunner. Please do not hesi tate to contact thi s office if we may provide 
additional assistance about thi s or any other matter. 

cc: The Honorablc Patrick J. Leahy 
Chairman 

Sincerely. 

Ronald Weich 
Ass istant Attorney Gcneral 



From: Md~()n. Kcnn~th E. 
Sent: Friday. December 04. 2009 12:26 PM 
To: Back. Michelle A. 
Subject: FW: Weapons sciwrcs in Mexico 

Would yol.; set up a mecetfr:g With Mr Breuer. Billy. Miirk, and Sam should go too. Thanj(a. 

From: Breuer, Lanny A. RC-1 

Sent: Friday, December 04, 2009 10:18 AM 
To: Melson, Kenneth E. 
Cc: Siskel, Edward N. (ODAG) (SMO); Hoover, William J.; Weinstein, Jason; Rosen, Paul; Raman, Mythili; Fagel1, Steven 
Subject: RE: Weapons seizures in Mexico 

Ke'I1. 

We Hiink t his is a t~rrific idea ilnd a grCilt WilY t o ilpw o<!eh the itivestigJl!l.)I)S o f ttl(,;sc !.eilurES Our G,lflg Unit wlli be 
a!.signing an .attornev to heip you coordinate thi:io d fort. plea!.e let U:io k l~ow who will be the poe <It ATF on t hiS, i.ll1d WIl l; 
have Ule Gang Unll fo l ~s reach ou l to thal p~ncn. I would love to sec vou LO diswss th is further ilnd other Issues ot' 

com mon !n t erest . I hope YOLI <lre we fl. 

a~~:;t. 

lanny 

From: Melson, Kenneth E. Re-1 
Sent: Thursday, December 03, 2009 5:46 PM 
To: Breuer, Lanny A. 
Cc: Siskel, Edward N_ (ODAG) (SMO); Hoover, William J. 
Subject: Weapons seizures in Mexico 

lanny: We have decided to take a little different approach with regard to seizures of multiple weapons in Mexico . 
Assuming the guns are traced , instead of working each trace almost independently of the other traces from the seizure, I 
want to coordinate and monitor the work on all of them collectively as if the seizure was one case . Using the traces as 
intelligence, and compiling the information from each trace inves tigation, we can connect the purchases, identify the 
traffickers and use more serious charges against them. The intelligence analysis and linking of trace data and 
investigation results will be done at HQ out of our intelligence directorate. I would like to see if you have any interest in 
assigning a criminal division attorf'ley to work with that group to develop multi-division/district cases and perhaps go to 
the district with the best venue to indict the case. The level of activity will depend on the number of Mexican seizures, 
and whether they will trace the guns, or allow us to do it. We do seem to be making progress with our Mexican 
partne rs. We are currently working on a case with SSP which mighllead us to the first joint arrest in Mexico of a person 
connect to US arms trafficking. We should meet again just to catch up on where we are in our gun t rafficking issues and 
we could talk about the above idea as well. Let me know what you think. Thanks. Ken . 

HOGR A TF - 002730 
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From: . 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Carwile, Kevin 
Tuesday, March 16, 2010 11:09 AM 
Weinstein, Jason 
RE: talking points 

My recollection is they learned afterward. The pros memo will be ready soon. Any thoughts/progress on 
matter? 

P. Kevin Carwile 
Chief, Gang Unit 
Criminal Division 
U.S. Department of Justice 

From: Weinstein, Jason 
Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2010 11:04 AM 
To: carwile, Kevin 
Subject: RE: talking points 

I'm looking forward to reading the pros memo on Wide Receiver but am curious- did ATF allow the guns to walk, or did 
ATF learn about the volume of guns after the FFL began cooperating? 

From: carwile, Kevin 
Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2010 10:47 AM 
To: Weinstein, Jason 
Subject: talking points 

Here is a. quick page of talking points.· You did not describe thejntended audience. The two operations are pre-
indictment so the info on these matters would need to be kept internal. See attached. · 

P. Kevin Carwile 
Chief, Gang Unit 
Criminal Division 
U.S. Department of Justice 
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