Mnited States Denate

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6275

June 1, 2017
VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION

The Honorable Rex W. Tillerson
Secretary

U.S. Department of State
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Secretary Tillerson:

Recent news reports detail that Secretary Clinton and her staff allegedly pressured the
government of Bangladesh, including its Prime Minister, Sheik Hasina, to terminate a corruption
investigation into a Clinton Global Initiative (CGI) donor, Dr. Muhammad Yunus.! Reports also
indicate that State Department officials threatened the Prime Minister’s son, Sajeeb Wazed, with
an IRS audit if he did not attempt to get his mother to terminate the investigation.? On May 11,
2017, Prime Minister Hasina confirmed that Mrs. Clinton called her office in March of 2011 and
demanded that Yunus be restored to his position of chairman of the Grameen Bank.® This new
evidence of pay-to-play and special treatment reinforces the appearance that donations to the
Clinton Foundation resulted in favorable treatment by Secretary Clinton’s State Department.*

As | wrote in my August 2016 letter to Department of Justice, federal law requires that
executive branch employees be disqualified from matters that have a direct and predictable effect
on the employee’s own financial interests or the financial interests of those persons or
organizations with which the employee is affiliated, such as those of a spouse, unless the
employee first obtains an individual waiver or a regulatory exemption applies.> Once again,
Secretary Clinton’s actions have raised reasonable suspicions that she violated these rules and
undermined the public’s confidence in the integrity of the State Department.

Yunus’ personal relationship with the Clintons stems from when Bill Clinton was the
governor of Arkansas.® For decades, Yunus has been heralded by the Clinton Foundation and

! Sara A. Carter, “Bangladesh prime minister says Clinton personally pressured her to help foundation donor,” Circa (May 11,
2017). According to news reports ‘the bank’s nonprofit Grameen America, which Yunus chairs, has given between $100,000 and
$250,000 to the Clinton Global Initiative. Grameen Research, which is chaired by Yunus, has donated between $25,000 and
$50,000, according to the Clinton Foundation website. Richard Pollock, “Hillary Aides Threatened Prime Minister’s Son With
IRS Audit, He Says,” Daily Caller (April 25, 2017).

21d.

31d.

4 By way of example, in August of last year, | wrote a letter to then-Attorney General Loretta Lynch laying out 10 pages of
examples where Clinton Foundation donors apparently received preferential treatment from the State Department. Letter from
Chairman Grassley to the Justice Department, August 15, 2016.

18 U.S.C. 208.

6 Richard Pollock, “Disgraced Clinton Donor Got $13M in State Dept Grants Under Hillary,” Daily Caller (April 17, 2016).
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has been showcased at a number of foundation functions. Bill Clinton also personally lobbied
the Nobel Committee on behalf of Yunus, and in 2006 he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.
According to reports, Yunus’ companies donated between $100,000 to $250,000 to the Clinton
Global Initiative and $25,000 to $50,000 to the Clinton Foundation.” Upon Secretary Clinton’s
appointment as Secretary of State, the Clinton-Yunus relationship deepened. Secretary Clinton’s
Department of State reportedly awarded more than $13 million in taxpayer funds to businesses
aligned with Yunus.®

In 2011, the Bangladesh government removed Yunus from his position on the Grameen
Bank Board of Directors, citing certain legal violations and statutory age limits on his position.
During this time, emails between Yunus’ associates, the Clinton Foundation, Hillary Clinton,
Cheryl Mills, and other State Department staff appear to show a concerted effort to intercede in
the Yunus investigation. The emails demonstrate Secretary Clinton and the Clinton Foundation
closely monitored the investigation into Yunus. The emails also show an effort by the US
Ambassador to Bangladesh to arrange meetings with the Prime Minister to apply pressure in an
attempt to end the investigation into Yunus. These emails are attached.

According to the son of Prime Minister Hasina, Sajeed Wazed, he had a number of
interactions with high-level State Department officials from 2010-2012. Mr. Wazed recalled that
in almost every meeting the Yunus investigation would inevitably come up and that he faced
pressure to end the investigation. Some of the individuals he met with include:

James Moriarty — US Ambassador to Bangladesh

Dan Mozena — US Ambassador to Bangladesh

Jon Danilowicz — Deputy Chief of Mission, Bangladesh
Rajiv Shah — Administrator, USAID

Specifically, Mr. Wazed recounted two conversations with then Deputy Chief of Mission
to Bangladesh, Jon Danilowicz, during which Danilowicz mentioned that Wazed may be audited
by the IRS if he failed to use his influence to get his mother to drop the investigation into Yunus.
Mr. Wazed said that sometimes officials from the State Department were apologetic when
repeatedly delivering the message concerning Yunus, and made clear that they were just acting
as messengers from the highest levels of the State Department. Furthermore, he was told by
these same officials that Yunus was communicating with Secretary Clinton and her staff for
assistance and, in turn, Secretary Clinton’s staff put pressure on the Embassy in Bangladesh to
intercede on Yunus’ behalf.

If the Secretary of State used her position to intervene in an independent investigation by
a sovereign government simply because of a personal and financial relationship stemming from
the Clinton Foundation rather than the legitimate foreign policy interests of the United States,
then that would be unacceptable. Co-mingling her official position as Secretary of State with her
family foundation would be similarly inappropriate. It is vital to determine whether the State

7 Sara A. Carter, “Bangladesh prime minister says Clinton personally pressured her to help foundation donor,” Circa (May 11,
2017). Richard Pollock, “Hillary Aides Threatened Prime Minister’s Son With IRS Audit, He Says,” Daily Caller (April 25,
2017).

81d.
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Department had any role in the threat of an IRS audit against the son of the Prime Minister in
retaliation for this investigation.

To better understand the involvement of former Secretary Clinton and her staff in the
Yunus investigation, please provide the following information:

1. Did any State Department official directly or indirectly suggest Mr. Wazed might
suffer any consequences, including an IRS audit, in relation to the Bangladesh
investigation? If so, please provide all records relating to such communications.

2. Has this matter been referred to the Inspector General or Department of Justice for
review? If not, why not?

3. Please provide unredacted copies of all State Department emails attached to this
letter.

In addition, please make Mr. Danilowicz available for an interview with Committee staff.

| anticipate that your written reply and some responsive documents will be unclassified.
Please send all unclassified material directly to the Committee. In keeping with the requirements
of Executive Order 13526, if any of the responsive documents do contain classified information,
please segregate all unclassified material within the classified documents, provide all
unclassified information directly to the Committee, and provide a classified addendum to the
Office of Senate Security. Although the Committee complies with all laws and regulations
governing the handling of classified information, it is not bound, absent its prior agreement, by
any handling restrictions or instructions on unclassified information unilaterally asserted by the
Executive Branch.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation with this request. Please number your
responses according to their corresponding questions and submit it no later than June 15, 2017.
If you have questions, please contact Josh Flynn-Brown of my Committee staff at (202) 224-
5225.

Sincerely,

oty

Charles E. Grassley
Chairman
Senate Committee on the Judiciary

cc:
The Honorable Steve A. Linick, Inspector General
State Department
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From: Mills, Cheryl D <MillsCD@state.gov>
Sent: . Wednesday, July27, 2011 10:35 PM
To: H
Subject: RE: Prefiminary Readout of Grameen Bank Board Meeting”
iﬁiﬁé’éiﬁé&fEifijIié','ﬁfé?g:E'Ei*_énafr‘i_{ﬁfﬁ@‘éﬁiﬁ ~ Class: |
- CONFIDENTIAL ~ Reason: 1.4{D}; B1 ~ Declassify on: |
y 07/26/2026
-----Qriginal Message-----

From: H [mallto:HDR22@clintonemail.com]

Ssent: Wednesday, July 27, 2011 9:16 PM

To: Mills, Cheryl D } )
Subject: Re: Preliminary Readout of Grameéen Bank Board Meeting

B5
----- Original Message —-- _
From: Mills, Cheryl D [mailto:MillsCD@state:gov]
Sent: Wednesday, July 27, 2011 08:19 AM
To: H '
Subject: FW: Preliminary Readout of Grameen Bank Board Meeting
Fyi traffic from bottom up
-—----Original Message-----
From: Pyatt, Geoffrey R
sent: W'edne'sday,' July 27, 2011°8:17 AM
To: Mills, Cheryl D
Cc: Blake, Robert O. _
Subject: RE: Preliminary Readout of Grameen Bank Board Meeting
- —— e —————— , 85
]
s .t
5 |

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State. Case Na. F-2014-2043¢ Doc No. C05781377 Date: 01/29/2016
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-----Original Message-——--

From: Mills, Cheryl D

‘Sent: Wednesday, July 27, 2011 7:48 AM

To: Pyatt, Geoffrey R

Cc: Blake, Robert O

Subject: RE: Preliminary Readout of Grameen Bank Board Meeting

'Thénks:fbr this - much-appreciated!

----- Original Message---—-

From: Pyatt, Geoffrey R |

Sent: Wednesday, july 27, 2011 7:45 AM

To: Mills, Cheryl D

Cc: Blake, Robert O

Subject:: FW: Preliminary Readout of Grameen Bank Board Meeting

More to follow.
Welcome back!

Geoff

-----Original Message-—-

From: Danllowicz, Jon F

Sent: Wednesday, July 27, 2011 7:33 AM-

To: Ayres, Alyssa; Pyatt, Geoffrey R; Blake, Robert O; Keshap, Atul; Palaia, Thomas; Berry, Shella G; Tranchina, Anthony
M; Dean, Nicholas J; Lovelace, Lauren H; Gallego, Enrique R; Greene, Richard (USAID/Dhaka/DIR), Sharma Dennis.
(USAID/Dhaka/DIR}, Mauldin, Caroline P

Subject: Preliminary Readout.of Grameen Bank Board Meeting -

LNCLASSIFIED [J.S. Department'of State Case Na, F-2014:20439 Doc No. CD5781377 Date: '01'!29!20_16""““““5
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Jon

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2014:20439 Doc No. C05781377 Date: 01/29/2016
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From; Verveer, Melanne 5 <VerveerMS@state.gov> - E*[ELsEsp:]SES\)I EGART
Sent: Saturday; May 14, 2011 6:35 PM ' : '
To; H
Subject:: Re: Yunus Resignation Letter
e , Be
?
e — e ———— e —
;z:;?sgt';’:‘;g??;';Rﬁ%%'{‘f?;gf’éﬁm] Classified by DAS, A/GIS, DoS on 09/30/2015 ~ Class: | i
To: Verveer, Melanne S | E_EQI;“_F'_DENI‘{;‘% ~ Declassify én; 05/13/2026 |
Subject: Re: Yunus Resignation Letter - Reason: 1.4(D) ~ Declassify on: 05/13 ;
Sad, "in_deed..g
!

From: Veweer Melannes [mallto: VeweerMS@state gov]
Sent: Thursday, May 12, 2011 10:27 PM
To: H
Subject: FW: Yunus Res_igna_t{on Letter:

1.4(D)

B1
From:- lamiyal l B&

To: Danilowicz, Jon F; Variava, Heather C

Sent: Thu May 12 22 19:12- 2011
Subject: Fwd: Resignation Letter

Jon

We have sent this to the press now as we had been planning for the last several days, Bangla original with
English franslation,

Regards

Lamiya

This message has been scanned for viruses and
dangerous co_nt'en@. by MailScanner, and is
‘believed to be clean,

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2014-20439 Dac No. 05785471 Date; 08/30/2015
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Disclaimer: This email is intended only for the person or entaty to whlch is;addressed and may contain
information that is privileged and/or confidential and is protected from disclosure; dissemination, copying, and
distribution. If you have received this email by mistakes, _please return to Sender and destroy the-original
‘message and all copies from your computer and server. Thank you.

Please consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a hard
copy?ll i

This message has been scanned for viruses. and
dangerous content by MailScanner, and is
believed to be clean.

‘Lamiya Morshed
Executive Director
“Yunus Centre
Grameen Bank Bhaban
‘Mirpur 2 Dheka 1216
Bangladesh

Tel: + 8802 801 5755
Fax; + 8802 9012039
TWWW . vunuscentre, org

EHE

Lamiya Morshed
‘Executive Director
Yunus Centre
‘Grameen Bank Bhaban
Mirpur 2 Dhaka 1216.
Bangladesh.

Tel: + 8802 §01 5755
Fax: + 8802 9012039
WWW, yunuscentre.org

B

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Depa‘r’(ment. of State Case No.. F—'-2014-20439-D00-_N0. 005?8547"[ Date: 09/30/2015,
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IRELEASE IN PART |
B1,1:4(D),B5,B6 |

From: Verveer, Melannie $ <VerveerMS@state.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, February 8, 2011 3:02 PM

‘Ta: . H . pmm e e i
Subject: Fw: Latest Grameen Update gclassmed by DAS, A/GIS, DoS on 09/30/2015 ~ Class:

ECO_NFIDENTIAL'~'Re'as'0n':-1.4(D}'.'~ Declassify on:
(02/08/2026 '

Yunus is going to be in DC March 7-9 barring the unforeseen. I'm joining him for & press conference on how microcredit

has lifted u}_g milligns of the world's poor women. | BS
[ - )

From; Alex Counts |

| | I B6.
To: Verveer, Melanne:S _
Sent: Sun Feb 06 15:14:16 2011
‘Subject: Latest Grameen Update 1.4(D)
Melanne, : B1 -
H
i

You hiave probably seen the Ngw York Times artlcle on this situation. It s largely factual.

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Departmenti of State Case No, F-2014-20439 Doc No. C05778734 Date: _0;9,!30/201_-_5'-
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Sincerely,

Alex Counts, President
Grameen Foundation:

NEW ADDRESS

1101 15th Streat NW, 3rd Floor
Washingten OC 20005, USA
Phone: +1.202.628.3560 |
Fax; +1-202-628-3880

Mobite:] ]

Skype: alex.counts

Email{ | " "web: www.grameenfoundation.org
Our mission: To.enable the poor, especially the poorest, to create o world without poverty.

Join ga on i

J Facebook '

UNCLASSIFIED U.8, Department of State Case No. F-2014-20439 Doc No. C05778734 Date: 09/30/2015

BE.
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Classified by DAS, A/GIS, DoS on 09/30/2015 ~ Class: :

'CONFIDENTIAL ~ Reason: 1.4(D} ~ Déclassify on: I'ﬁétékié'é N
*12.-’0612025 : .PART B1,1 -'I{D}1

PO o L

‘From: H <hrod? 7@dlintonemail.com:>

Sent: Monday, December 6, 2010 440 AM

To: ‘FuchsMH@stategov'

‘Subject: Pof

Mike--pls ook intothis for me. I'd like to know what really is going on. Thx. 1.4(D)

' B1

- Original Message —-—.

From: Verveer, Melanne S <VerveerMS@state.gov>
To: H

Sent: Mon Dec 06 03:02:28 2010

Subject: Fw: |

Just when we thought thing had caimed down....

----- Oyiginal Message -

From:| ‘|
To: Verveer, Melanne 5

Sent: Mon Dec06 02:20:02 2010

Subject:|

Dear Melanne

AR REEERERRERR B Rk

The allegation against Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus of ‘diverting foreign aid from Grameen Bank to anuther
company' should be investigated, the prime minister-has said.

"Bangladesh has set many examples. Decelvmg people by siphoning off their money is another such example. This is
nothing but sucking out money from the people after givifig them loans," she said replying to questions from journalists
on Sunday. '

"There has been no improvement in'the lifestyle of the poor so far. They were just used as pawns to get more-aids,”
Hasina added. '

She was speaking at a press confererice at her office on Sunday followihg her thrée-nation tour of Russia, Belgium and
Japan,

“The people of Bangladesh have been made guinea pigs: | have never supported that. And now | protest,” Hasina told
journalists..

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State ‘Case No. F-2014-20439 Doc No. C05775930° Date: 09/30/2015
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Naimul Islam Khan, editor of Amader Shomoy, said, "Initially, the government had 60 percent share of the Grameen
Bank which now has shrunk to 25 percent. It seems Mr Yunus wanted to empty the government exchequer, if he'could.
The government, however, didn't |ét that happen.”

He also-asked whether the government would investigate the allegation raised against Yunus and his Grameen Bank.
Responding to the. query, the prime minister said,. "Grameen Bank had been grabbed in such a manneras if It's a
personal property. This should alsobe investigated. The poor pedple ara becoming paupers. They have been tricked by
sweet talks. Finally, things are getting out"

Hasina compared Khaleda Zis's 'affection’ for her cantonment house with Yunus* ‘affection’ for his Grameen Bank and
-said, "Grameen Bank is: public property. But it's being privatised out.of Tove". Yunus Sahib has fallen in love with
‘Grameen Bank.

"One can't but get-caught if play with thé money of the poor," she added;

Norway's national TV NRK aired a documentary-on November 30 titled "Fanget | Mikrogjeld” or "Caughtin Micro debt",
based on which bdnews24.com rah a report'on December 1.

According to the documentary, Yunus transferred the money to Grameen Kalyan, which was in no way involved with
microcredit operations.

Responding to the allegations, Grameen Bank claimed there was no wrongdoing in the agreement between the bank
and Grameen Kalyan under which it received Tk 3,917 miilion from the bank.

"Decisions were taken by the Grameen Bank Board, with due deliberation, good faith, and with good intentions to
benefit the poor,” the Grameen Bank rejolnder said.

Sent wirelessly via BlackBerry

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State’ Case No. F-2014-20439 Doc No. C05775930 Date; 09/30/2015
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‘Classﬁ“ed by DAS, A/GIS, DoS on 09/30/2015 ~ Class: CONFIDENTIAL | RELEASE IN PART|

[- Reason: 1.4(D} ~ Declassify on: 12/06/2025 i 31 1.4(D) |
From: H <hrod17@clintonemail.coms
Sent: Monday, December 6, 2010 7:10 AM
To ‘verveerms@state go_\_f
Subject: Re; More] | 1.4(D)
| | I g B1

Are you back yet? Let's discuss'w Bob Biake asap.

---=- Original Message —---

From: Verveer, Melanne S <VerveerMS@state gov>
TorH

Sent: Mon Dec 06 06:01.07 07 2010-

Subject: Morq

--—-Qriginal Message -——
From; ‘_
To; Verveer, Melanne 5 i
Sent: Moh Dec 06 05:31:39 20310
Subject: Re;| |

Thank you for getting back to me.

UNCLASSIFIED U.S: Department of State. Case No. F-2014-20439 Doc No. CO5775938 Date: 09/30/2015
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Sent wirelessly via BlackBerry B1

~-=0riginal Message-s-- _
From: *Verveer, Melanne $" <VerveerMS$@state.gov>

' ‘Date: Mon, 6 Dec 2010 04:41;49
To: | .
E
| |
-—-- Original Message -~
From] ?
To: Verveer, Melanne S )
Sent; Mon Dec 06 02:20:02 2010
; Subject: :
Dear Melapne
i |
| i
H
UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2014-20439 Doc No, C05775936 Date: 09/30/2015
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| — — ”

T T TS T T

The allegation against Nobel laureate: Muhamimad Yurius of ‘diverting foreign aid from Grameen Bank to another

company' should be investigated, the prime minister has said.

“Bangladesh has set many examples. Deceiving people by siphoning off their money is another such ‘example, This is
nothing but sucking out money from the people after giving them loans," she said replying to questions from journalists
on Sunday. _

"There has besn no improvement in the lifestyle of the poor so far. They were just used as pawns to get more aids,"
Hasina added.

She was speaking at a press canference at her office on Sunday following her three-nation tour-of Russia, Belgium-and
Japan. .

"The people of Bangladesh have been made guinea pigs. { have.ngyter.sﬂ:pported that. And now | protest,” Hasinatold

Journalists.

Naimul Istam Khan, editor of Amader Shiomy, said, "Initially, the government had 60 percent share of the Grameen
Bank which now has shrunk to 25 percent. it seerns Mr Yunus wanted to empty the government exchequer, if he could,
The government, however, didr't let that happen

He also-asked whether the government-would investigate the allegation raised agamst Yunus and his:Grameen Bank.
Respondlng to the query, the prime minister said; "Grameen Bank had been grabbed in‘such @ manner as if it's a
personal property. This should alsa be investigated, The poor people are becoming paupers: They have been tricked by
sweet talks. Finally, things are getting out.”

Hasina compared Khaleda Zia's 'affection' for-her cantonment house with Yunus' ‘affectmn for his‘Grameen Barnk and
said, "Grameen Bank is a public property: But it's being privatised out of 'love'. Yunus Sahib has fallen in iove with
Grameen Bank.

"One can't but get caught if play with the money of the paor," she added.

Norway's national TV NRK aired-a documentary on November 30 titled "Fanget | Mikrogjeld” or "Caught in Micro debt”,
based on which bdnews24.com ran a report on December 1.

According tothe documentary, Yunus transferred the money to Grameen Kalyan, which'was in no.way involved with
micracredit operations,

Responding to the allegations, Grameen Bank claimed there was no wrengdoing in the agreement between the bank
and Grameen Kalyan under which it received Tk 3,917 million from the bank.

"Decisions weré taken by the Grameen Bank Board, with due deliberation, good faith, and with good intentions to
benefit the poor,” the Grameen Bank rejoinder said,

Sent wirelessly via BlackBerry

UNCLASSIFIED U.S: Department of State Case No. F-2014-20439 Doc No. C05775936 Date: 09/30/2015
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|~'

Reason: 1.4(D) ~ Declassify on: 12/08/2025

IClassified by DAS, A/GIS, DoS on 08/27/2015 ~-Class: CONFIDENTIAL

RELEASE IN PART
B1,1.4(D)

o ’ s T

From: H <hrod17@dlintonemail.com>

Sent: Thursday, December.9, 2010 5:53 AM

Ta: verveerms@state.gov'

Subjéct: Re: latest i
i
| |
%
; j

----- Original Message ——

From: Verveer, Melanne $ <VerveerMs@ state.gov>
Tor H _
Sent: Tue Dec'07 16:51:53 2010

Subject: Fw: latest! N

----- Original Message -
From:|

‘To: Verveer, Melanne 'S

Sent: Tue Dec 07 13:15:18 2010
Subject: Re:

Sent wirelessly via BlackBerry

-—---Original Messaga----

Frofn: "Verveer, Melanne $" <VerveerMS@state.gov>
Date: Tue, 7 Dec 2010 08:06:47

To:! |

Subjeci ke~

----- Original Message —--

From3
t

|

We understand that the Norwegians may be putting. cuta statement.

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No.. F+2012£-204'39 Doc No, CO5776307 Date: 09/30/2015,




UNGLASSIFIED U.S. Depariment of State Case No. F-2014-20439 Doc No. C05776307 Date: 09/30/2015

To: Verveer, Melanne 5
Sent: Mon Dec 06 05:31:39 2010
Subject: Re:

Thankyou for getting back to me.

UNCLASSIFIED U.8. Depariment of State. Case No. F-2014-20439 Doc No, C05776307 Date; 09/30/2015
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Sent wirelessly via BlackBerry

-----Qriginal Message——-

From: "Verveer, Melanne §" -.<VervéerMS@s'tate.gov>
‘Date: Mon, 6 Dec 2010 04:41:49

Toj ]

Subject: Re:] | '

----- Original Message ~--

From: ]
To: Verveer, Melanne-S '
Senit: Mon Dec¢ 06 02:20:02 2010

Subject:

Dear Melanne

RN

The allegation against Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus of ‘diverting foreign aid from Grameen Bank to another

" company"should be investigated, the prime minister has said.
“Bangladesh has set many examples. Decelving people by s:phonmg off their money is anather such example. This s
nathj ng but sucking out money from the people after giving them loans," she said replwng to questions from journalists.
on Sunday

"There has been no improvement in the lifestyle of the poor $0 far, They were just used as pawns to get more aids,"
Hasina added.

She was speakmg at a press conference at her office on Sunday following her three-nation tour of Russia, Belgium and.
Japan.

"Thie people of Bangladesh have been made guinea pigs. Lhave never supported that. And riow | protest," Hasina told
-juurnallsts

UNCLASSIFIED .U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2014-20439 Doc No, C05776307 Date: 09/30/2015
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Naimu! Islam Khan, editor of Amader Shomoy, said, *’-lnftia!ly_,- the government had 60 percent share of the Grameen

Bank which now has shrunk to 25 péercent. It seems Mr Yunus wanted to empty the government exchequer, if he could.
‘The government, however, didn't let that happen.”
‘He also asked whether the government would investigate the allegation raised against Yunus and his Grameeri Bank,

Responding to the query; the prime minister said, "Grameen Bank had been grabbed in-such a manner as if it's a
personal property. This should also be investigated. The poor people are becoming paupers. They have been tricked by

-sweet talks. Finally, things are getting out."

Hasina compared Khaleda Zia's 'affection’ for her cantonment house with Yunus' ‘affection’ for his Grameen Bank and
said, "Grameen Bank is 2 public property, But it's being privatised out of fove'. Yunus Sahib has fallen in love with

{Grameen Bank.

"Onecan't but get caught if play with the morey of the poor,” she added,
Norway's national TV NRK aired a documentary on November 30 titled "Fanget i Mikrogjeld” or “Caught in Micro debt",
based on which bdnews24.com ran a report on December 1.

-According to the documentary, Yunus transferred-the money to Grameen Kalyan, which wasin no way involved with

microcredit operations.

Responding to the allegations, Grameen Bank claimed there was no. wrengdoing in the agreement between the bank

and Grameen Kalyan under which 1t received Tk 3,917 milllon from the bahk.

“Decisions were taken by the Grameen Bank Board, with due dellberatmn, good faith, and with good {ntentions 1o
benefit the poor,” the Grameen Bank rejoinder sald.

‘Sent wirelessly via BlackBerry
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From: H <hrod17@clintonermail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, March §,2011 553 AM

To: ‘miflscd@state.gov'

Ce: ‘verveerms @state.gov'

Subject ' ' 1 1.4(D)

From: Mills, Chery! D [mailto:MillsCD@state:.gov]

Sent: Tussday, March 08,2011 03:29 AM

To: H : , .
. Subject:| 1.4(D)

o
—

i
e . — : —_ _ e §'
From ) . : 1,4(D) |
Sent: Tuesday, March 08, 2011 12:38 AM . B1 :
To: Milis, Cheryl D
Cc: Verveer, Melanng S; ‘TovNF@state gov* <TovNF@state gt:w>,L 1 Yu, Wenchi; B6
'Sam Daley-Harris| } ‘Joanne | Carter'] 1'Dr. Muhammad Yunus'

i |

_ rSub:ect:s_ |L§ B
|

;
J :

4(D)
1

THE HON. HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
C/o Cheryl Mills

US Departmerit of State

T: 202 647 5548

millscd(@state.gov ‘ :

Nora F Toiv; ToivINE( @state.gov

Wenchi Yu

Economic Policy Advisor

'Secretary s Office of Global Women's Issues
U.5. Department of State

Tel: 202-647-6091

Fax: 202-647.7288 | :
BlackBerty:| , | BE .
Email: YuW2(@state.gov '

Dear Secretary Clinton,
UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2014.20439 Doc-No. C05785644 Date: 01/07/2016
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' [RELEASE INPART!

| |

1.4(B),B1,1.4(D),B6 |
- e ——
From: Mills, Cheryl D <MillsCD@state.govs
Sent: Sunday, January 9, 2011 10;13 AM
To: H
‘Subject: FW: Grameen Update: FM’s. Meeting for coms N
E ' 1.4(B)
[Classified by DAS, A/GIS, DoS on 12/31/2015 ~ Class; CONFIDENTIAL | 1.4(D)
- i~ Reason: 1.4(B), 1.4(D} ~ Declassify on: 01/09/2026 O B1

‘Second email (see first) '

From: Seiden, Maya D

Sent: Sunday, January 09, 2011 9:54 AM _
Ta: Nides, Thomas R; Mills, Cheryl D; Sullivan, Jacob J; Campbell, Piper :
Subject: Fw: Grameen Update; FM's Meeting for COMs{ ’

l

+.FY].- the situation with Yunus and Grameen annears .to__b_e.;ae.ttihaworse.,é e, _

The Ambassador is heavily involved, ispushing for a meeting with the Prirme Minister. The Embassy will report back
temorrow morning with an update, .

See details below from Embassy Bangladesh. {Sending initial email under separate cover bg its cuit off below.)

From: Dean, Nicholas ) -.
To: . Blake, Robert O; Ayres, Alyssa; Keshap, Atul; Paldia, Thomas; Berry, Sheila G;.Verveer, Melanne S; BG:
Seiden, Maya D _ _ ' ' -

Cc: Variava, Heather C; Moriarty, James F
Sent: Sun Jan 09 07:27:04 2011

Subject: Re: Grameen Update: FM's Meeting for COMs 1.4(B)

_ T 1.4(D)
The FM's meeting for COMs wag a reiteration of familiar GOB chafges against Grameen/Yunus to a larger audience. B
Reading from a prepared {ext, the FM also noted the impending GOB announcement of an investigation commitiee. The:
Norwegian Ambassador pointed out that her dovernment bad deared Grameen/Y unuﬁ;QthaInes_LesudacedJnihegFrlie'r
Norwegian TV documentary. | ‘
We wili
continue. pressing for an appointment with the Prime Minister. Regards, Nick'
From:| [ | B6.

- To: Blake, Rabert O; Ayres, Alyssa; Keshap, Atul; Palaia, Thomas; Berry, Sheila G; Verveer, Melanne S; Seiden, Maya D 1.4(B) F

Cc: Variava, Heather C; Dean, Nicholas J; Moriarty, James F

Sent: Sun-Jan 09 17:45:33 2011 | 113_-;1(-0)
_Subject: Grameen Update:| B

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department.of State Case No. F-2014-20439 Doc No. CD5777170 Date; 12/31/2015
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From:
Sent:
To::
Subject:

-~ Original Message ~--

RELEASE IN PART |
B ,1.4({D),B6 |

Vervéer, Melanne S <VerveerMS@state.gov>
Thursday, July 28, 2011 7:59 AM

H

Fw: How Wonderful to meet Bill

[ et

From: Muhammad Yurius [mallto:]

Sent; Thursday, July 28; 2011 O1: & AM

To: Verveer, Melanne S
Subject: How Wonderful to- mieet

| am in NY.

Bill

| was at the Rockefeller Foundation Award ceremony where BI” Clinton was awarded the life-time achievement award.
He gave a very inspiring and fnsrghtful speech. He elaborately mentioned my relationship with him and his commitment
to microcredit since Arkansas davs

| was amazed by his detailed memaory of those years and his-actions for promiating microcredit when he became

President. |

i hope | can see Hillaty when | come to DC'in about two weeks,

Best

Yunus
Sent wirelessly via BlackBerry

UNCLASSIFIED .S, Depaitment of State Case No, F-2014-20439 Doc No. C05781385 Date; 09/30/2015
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From: Verveer, Melanne S <VerveerMS@state.gov> RELEASE IN

Sent: Thursday, May 12, 2011 10:27 PM PART

To: oo Btaamme
Subject: FW! Yunus Resignation Letter _

Attachments: Bangla Resign Letter of Prof. Yunus jpg; Resigned Letter of Prof. Yunus.do¢; Bangla

Resign Letter of Prof. Yunus,jpg; Resigned Letter of Prof, Yurius.doc

1.4(D)
B1

e

From: Iamtya‘
To:! Danllowlez, .‘Ion F; Varlava, Heather €
Sent: Thu May 12 22:19:12 2011
Subject: Fwd: Resignation Letter

Jon :

We have sent this to the press now, as we had been planning for the last several days. Bangla original with
English translation.

Regards

Lamiya

This message has been scanned for viruses-and'
dangerous content by MallScanner and is
believed to be clean.

Disclaimer: This email is infended only for the person or-entity to-which is addressed and may contain
information that is privileged and/or confidential and is. protected from disclosure, dissemination, copying, and
distribution. If you have teceived this email by mistakes; please return to sender and destroy the original
message and all copies from your computer and server, Thank you.

Please consider your environinental responmb1l1ty Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a hard
copy?”

UNCLASSIFIED U,S: Department of State Case No. F-2014-20439 Doc No. C05785408 Date; 09/30/2015
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This message hasbeen scanned for viruses and
dangerous cont_e_n_f by MailScanner, and is
believed to be'clean.

Lamiya Morshed
Executive Director
Yunus Centre
Grameen Bank Bhaban
Mirpur2 Dhaka 1216
Bangladesh _
Tel:{ i
Fax: + 8802 9012039
WWW. YUNUSCENtre:org

EHET.

Lamiya Morshed
Executive Director
Yunus Centre

Grameen Bank Bhaban
Mirpur 2 Dhaka 1216
Bangladesh

Tel| T
Fax: +8802 9012039
WWW.yunuscentre.org

UNCLASSIFIED. U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2014-20439 Doc No. CO5785408. Date: 08/30/2015.
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o o T, : o

From: Verveer, Melanne S :éVerveerMS@state;go\rs . Jgf'éiﬁsf(g BPGART %
Sent: Saturday, May 14,2011 6:35 PM

To: H .

‘Subject: Re: Yunus Resignation Letter

From: H [mailto:HDR22@clintonemall.com] — : s peTPym
Sent: Saturday, May 14, 2011 03:34 PM Classified by DAS, A/GIS; DoS on 09/30/2015 ~ Class: |
To: Verveer, Melanne S | E(?-01'1'\:;’:|I=~-I,:::Er'1|\-i11—“:;\(1—:))—--i:>ec|assif on: 05/13/2026 |
‘Subject: Re: Yunus Resignation Letter * e Yo e '
1

Sad, in_deed. ;

From: Verveer, Melanne S [malito: VerveerMS@state gev]
Sent: Thursday, May 12, 2011 10:27 PM

Ta: H

_Subject. FW: Yunus Reslgnat_ion_l-.e_tte_r

From:: tamlva[ ’ B6
To: Danilowicz; Jon F; Variava, Heather C ]
Sent: Thu May 12 22:19:12 2011
Subject: Fwd: Resignation Letter
Jon

We have sent this to the press now, as we had been planning for the last several days. Bangla original with
Engllsh translation,

Regards

Lamiya

This message has been scanned for viruses and |
dangerous content by MailScanner, and is
believed to be clean.
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Disclaimer: This email is intended only for the person or entity to-which is addressed and may contain
information that is privileged and/or confidential and is protected from disclosure, dissemination, copying, and
distribution. If you have recclved this email by mistakes, please return to serider and déstroy the original

message and all copies from your computer and server. Thank you,

Please consider your environmental responsibility, Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a hard

copy‘?“

“This message has been scanned for viruses and

‘dangerous content by MailScanner, and is
believed to be clean:

Lamiya Morshed
Executive Director
Yunus Centre
Grameen Bank Bhaban
Mirpur 2 Dhaka 1216
Bangladesh

Tel; + 8802 801 5755
Fax: + 8802 9012039
WWW.yuriuscentre org

@% Bl

Lamiya Morshed
Executive Director
Yunus Centre _
Grameen Bank Bhaban
Mirpur 2 Dhaka 1216
Bangladesh

Tel: + 8802801 5755
Fax: + 8802.9012039
WWW, yunuscentre.org

G G}
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B5,B6
s FPaL
From: Verveer, Melanne $ <VerveerMS@state:govs>
Sent: Sunday, March 6, 2011 9:56 AM
To: H
Subject: Fw: US Visit Cancelled
1 E
i i
..... Original Message --— !
From: Muhammad Yunus © _ ; _
Totsem{ ... . |vidaclorgensen” —AlexCounts
4 | Kamal Ahmad | |
Ce: Tamiya ' ; Emmanuel Faber] ]

Sent: Sun Mar 06 02:34:00 2011
Subject: US Visit Cancelled

Sorry, | have to cancel-my trip to the US. Situation does not allow me to feave the country,
Sorry for the inconveniences.

Yunus.
Sent wirelessly vig-BlackBerry

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case:No. F-2014-20439 Doc No. C05778530 Date: 09/30/2015
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PP T R TL
From: ‘Verveer, Melanne S <VerveerMS@state.gov>
Sernt: Sunday, March 6, 2011 12:05 PM
To: H
Subject; RE: US Visit- Cancelled

We were to have a press confererice with him tom'w morning at the Press Club to release the Microcredit campaign's-
{which you inaugurated in
1907) 2011 report on the state of microfinance. The press event will; go forward {and I'm participating) and Yunus wili be

either on live video (if they can make it work) or on phone hook-up. He would like to keep his appointment with youon
Tuesday via-a phone call.

In the meantime, we are trying to deal with.the aftermath of the front page Post story on Afghanistan, USAID and
women. We are sure to be asked about It over and over this week, and typically no-one clued. us in even with efforts to
be more strateg:c

The NEWSWEEK cover is 'g'rea_f; T haven't had a minute to read the article yet.

--=--Qriginal Message-—--

From: H [mailto:HDR22@clintonemail.com]
Sent: Sunday, March 06 2011 11:58 AM
To: Verveer Melanpe &

Subject: Re: US.Visit Cancelled

----- - Original Message ---— _ _

Fr_o_m Verveer, Melanne S [mailto:VerveerMS@state.gov]
Sent: Sunday, March 06, 2011 09:55 AM

ToctH '

Subject: Fw: US Visit Cancelled

----- - Original Message ---- e
From . Muhammad Yunus| i

To: Sam ¢ VldarJorgenseq iAlex Counts
q | Kamat Ahmad I R
Cc Lamtya T ﬂﬂw__j Emmanuef Faber] o M__J

Sent; Sun’ Mar 06 02 34:00 2011
Subject: US Visit Cancelled

Sorry, | have to cancel my trip to the US. Situation does not allow me to leave the country.
Sorry for the inconveniences.
Yunus

Sent wirelessly via BIackBe'rr_y

UNCLASSIFIED U.S, Department of State Case No. F-2014:20439 Doc No. C05779553 Date: 09/30/2015
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