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Title: Document Brief to Republican Candidate for U.S. 

Re: 97F-HQ-2063661, 08/30/2016 

Details: 

on August 17, 2016, writer, provided a counterintelligence and security 

briefing to U.S. Presidential Candidate Donald J. Trump, New Jersey 

Governor Chris Christie, and retired General Michael Flynn. The brief 

was held at the FBI's New York Field Office in the TS/SCI SCIF 

conference room (west side) on the 25th floor and was in support of 

ODNI briefings provided to U.S. Presidential candidates and two of 

their advisors. 

Writer's brief lasted approximately thirteen minutes, 

1555 and ending at 1608. Upon entering the room Trump, 

Christie and Flynn shook hands with all of the briefers. Trump, 

Christie and Flynn sat with their backs to the clocks facing the 

windows while the briefers sat across from them. An ODNI briefer, 

Edward Gistaro, initiated the briefing by discussing the history of the 

briefings and establishing the ground rules regarding the brief, 

specifically that the briefers would not answer policy related 
questions and would not discuss any operations. Gistaro then introduced 

writer, who provided the following brief (not verbatim, this is a 

summary): 

- Good afternoon gentlemen and welcome to the FBI's New York 
~ice. My name is Joe Pientka and I'm a Supervisory Special 

Agent of a Foreign Counterintelligence Squad at the FBI's Washington 

Field Office. Prior to you receiving the classified presentations from 

the ODNI briefers, I will provide you with a counterintelligence and 
security brief that will give you a baseline on the methodology used by 

Foreign Intelligence Services to the detriment of U.S. National 

Security. In addition, this brief will advise you that if you are not 

already a target of a Foreign Intelligence Service, due to the fact you 

are receiving this classified briefing, you will be. Foreign 

Intelligence Services want information pertaining to political, 
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Title: Document Brief to Republican Candidate for U.S. 
Presiden 
Re: 97F-HQ-2063661, 08/30/2016 

economic, energy, technology and military policy/plans of the U.S. This 

information is extremely valuable to our trusted allies. Putting it 

plainly, Foreign Intelligence Services look to collect inside 

information to give their country a competitive advantage over the U.S. 

- Before I speak to the methodology on how Foreign 
~nee Services collect this information, I should lay out their 

presence here in the United States. Foreign Intelligence Services 

deploy intelligence collectors - known as Intelligence Officers or IOs 

in one of two ways. The first is through the official diplomatic 

presence at their embassies, consulates and establishments in the U.S. 

IOs are deployed using diplomatic cover. As an example, IOs will 

purport to be an official of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, but in 

fact their real position is an IO. The second method of deploying 

intelligence operatives to the U.S. is through non-official cover or 

NOCs. NOCs can be tourists, businessmen, students, whoever that are not 

affiliated with their government. This is the most difficult to detect 

as we would need some forehand knowledge regarding who or what to look 

for. 

Statistically speaking the FBI has approximately .cases 

on Known or Suspected Russian IOs posted to the US. We also have 

approximately -cases on Known or Suspected Chinese IOs - almost 

-the Russian establishment presence. What is interesting about 

~services is how they have different methodology regarding how 

they will collect intelligence. The Russians 

rely on an estab is 

asymmetrical approach. 

- Trump asked the following question,"Joe, are the Russians 

~se they have more numbers are they worse than the Chinese?" 

Writer responded by saying both countries are bad. The numbers of IOs 

present in the U.S. is not an indicator of the severity of the threat. 

Writer reminded Trump the Chinese asymmetrical presence in the U.S. 
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Title : Document Brief t o Republican Candida te f or U. S. 
Preside r 
Re : 97 F-HQ-: 063661 , 08/30/ ~016 

c onsidered when making comparisons . 

- Flynn then asked writer ," How many Special Agents are in the 

~ ter to l d Flynn he tho ught over 10 , 000 . Fl ynn stated,"You 

have 17 , 000 ." Fly nn then asked writer ," How many HVE cases does the FBI 

have? " Wr i ter stat ed the FBI has approximately - HVE cases , a 

statistic backed up by John Mulligan, Deputy Ch~ the National 

Counterterro rism Center . Flynn then spo ke to Trump and said ," See, they 

dent have enough resources t o wo rk the HVE threat and the IOs .'' Flynn 

then asked writer ," Is i t worse now than dur ing the Col d War? '' Writer 

responded that the number o f i dentified known and suspected I Os fr om 

hostile Fo reign Intelligence Services p os ted in the U. S . are equal t o 

o r greater than during the Cod War . 

- Fol l o wing that exchange , writer continued by stating, 
~ ntell i gence Servi ces collect intelligence in three ways : 

HUMINT o r through Human Intel igence , S GINT o r Signals Intelligence 

and Cyber or thro ugh c omputer intrus i on s . In the class i ca l sense , an 

I O will attempt t o recruit an ind i v idua t o tell him o r her the things 

he o r she wants t o know . This i s known as HUMINT. It i s high l y unlikely 

a Fo re i gn Intelligence Service will attempt t o recruit yo u, however you 
need t o be mindful o f the people o n your periphery : your staff , 

domest i c help , business associates , friends , etc . Tho se ind ividual s may 

present more vulnerabilities o r be mo re susceptible t o an appr oach . 

Those individuals will also be targete f o r recruitment due t o their 

access t o you . That d oes no t mean IOs will no t make a run at you . They 

will send their I Os in diplomatic cover , businessperso n NOCs , as well 

as sources they have developed aro und you t o elicit informat i on and 
gain assessment on you . 

- To better expla i n the method o l ogy , I wi ll combine SIGINT and 

~ rations . Foreign Intelligence Services rely on o ur dependency 

t o communicate . In this day and age t o communicate effectively we must 

4 



Title: Document Brief to Republican Candidate for U.S. 
Presiden 
Re: 97F-HQ-2063661, 08/30/2016 

communicate electronically, which is a vector for exploitation by a 

Foreign Intelligence Service. You should be mindful of your use of 

landline telephones, cellular telephones, e-mail and computer networks. 

As you are aware, discussions regarding classified information should 

only be held in a facility certified for classified discussions. 

Therefore, a Foreign Intelligence Service would not necessarily target 

you technically to gain access to the classified information you were 

briefed on, but you will be targeted for sensitive and personal 

information about you. 

- At this time, Flynn interjected,"I did SIGINT." Writer 
~ that he could then appreciate what our country can do 

technically to exploit a Tier 1 target and we must extrapolate a 

Foreign Intelligence Service could do the same to us. Trump then 

stated,"Yes I understand its a dark time. Nothing is safe on computers 

anymore. 

get in. 

We used to lock things in a safe in a room, now anyone can 

My son is ten years old. He has a computer and we put a 

codeword on it. Within ten minutes he broke the codeword and we needed 

to put another one on the computer. Kids are genius." 

- Writer followed up by stating, in addition, you should not 

~ider how you communicate but where you communicate sensitive 

or personal information. Foreign Intelligence Services will develop a 

pattern on where you hold private meetings or discussions. They will 

attempt to determine if the location is a meeting room, kitchen, 
bedroom, vehicle, etc. Once a pattern is established they will attempt 

to exploit that location technically. 

- Pending any questions gentlemen, that's all I have. I will 

~nd you the FBI is working with your transition team to provide 

the team with a similar counterintelligence and security brief. Thank 

you for your time. 

- Following SSA Pientka's briefing the following ODNI 

~resented classified briefings on topics where they are 
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Title : - Document Brief 
Preside~ 
Re : 97F- HQ- : 063661 , 08/30/ : 0 l 

subject matter experts : 

J ohn Mulligan 

~ ntelligence Manager f o r 

t o Republ i can Cand idate f o r U. S. 

During the ODNI briefs , wr i ter a c t i ve ly l i s t ened f o r t opics 

o r ques i o ns regarding the Russ ian Federation . During Mull i gan ' s 

brief , he stated the U. S . i s the wo rld leader in Counterterro rism. 

Trump then as ked," Russia t oo ? " During a d i scuss i on regard i ng nuc lear 

testing , Russia and Chi na were bro ught up as cheating o n the Nu c l ear 

Test Ban Treaty . Trump asked,"Who ' s wo rse? " - s tated ,"They are 

b o th bad , but Russia is worse .'' Trump and Ch ~ turned t oward each 
o ther and Christ i e commented ," Im shocked ." 

- Due t o time constra i nt s , no t all ODNI briefers presented 

~ er i al . At 1750 the briefing ended t o allow the candi da te t o 

meet his p l a ne at 1900 . Trump, Christ i e and Fl ynn shoo k hands with all 

presenters and exited the SCIF at approx imately 1751 . 

♦♦ 
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DECLASSIFIED by DNI Ratcliffe on 23 July 2020 

From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: Monday, May 20, 2019 9:24:18 AM 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED //FOUO 
--=======================-=- --------------------------

From: (CD) (FBI) 

Sent: Wednesday, August 24, 2016 8: 14 AM 

To: (WF) (FBI) @fbi.sgov.gov> 

Cc: (CD) (FBl)-@fbi.sgov.gov> 

Subject: RE: Transition team Cl briefs --- UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED //FOUO 

That makes things easier since we are not sure what their capabilities are for showing a PP 

especially if they are just moving in . That is always a coordination piece that can be difficult 

even when it is a permanent facility. 

Once you know the dates and times, 1'11 let - 's secretary know and send him an unclass 

email, so he can lock those times in. 

To: 
Cc: 

(WF) (FBI) 
s. , 2016 8:08 AM 

(CD) (FBI) 
D) (FBI) 

on team CI briefs --- UNCLASSIFIEDHFOUO 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO 

Thank you Ill! 
That is fine . No need for a powerpoint if you haven't used one in the past. 

I was anticipating more of a discussion . IE 30-40 minute presentation, then 15-20 minutes of 

questions. 

Hopefully I'll have an answer this morning regarding the date and times. 

Presidential Transition Team Deputy Lead 

(Office) 



(Cell) 

(CD) (FBI) 
24, 2016 6:59 AM 
(WF) (FBI) 
(FBI) 

on team a briefs --- UNCLASSIFIEDHFOUO 

Clas sification: UNCLASSIFI ED //FOUO 

- : Hi! Do you want a Power Point for this? - wasn't sure what would be 

appropriate when we talked two weeks ago about this. ■ and I are using Joe Pientka's 
outl ine as a guide. Joe went thru it with me verbally yesterday and seemed to make a lot of 

sense. We will send you a draft of that later today. Please let us know if you suggest anything 

else. ■ has had a lot of experience and I've had some, so we can tailor this however you 

want. - is out this week, but we did discuss his thoughts a couple of weeks ago. 

-
(WF) (FBI) 

, 16 11:57 AM 
(CD) (FBI);- (CD)(FBI); PIENTKA, JOE (WF) (FBI); STRZOK, PETER P. 

CD) (FBI); (CD) (FBI); {CD) (FBI); 
(CD) (FB )(FBI) 

earn a bn 

Clas s ificatio n: UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO 
----------------------=-----------------============== 

Sounds great. 

Presidential Transition Team Deputy Lead 

(Office) 

(Cell) 

From: (CD) (FBI) 
Sent: , , 2016 11:47 AM 
T ); PIENTKA FBI · STRZOK, PETER P. CD FBI 

{CD) (FBI}; 
(WF) (FBI) 

n team CI b 

Classificatio n: UNCLASSIFIED //FOUO 

CD} (FBI); 
{CD) (FBI , 

CD} (FBI}; 
{CD){FBI} 



====--------------------------------------------------

- : Thank you for the information! ■ and I will provide an outli ne to ASAC 

soon. 

-
{CD)(FBI) 

, ~ugust 23, 2016 11:30 AM 
JOE WF) (FBI); 

{CD) ( I 

(WF) (FBI); 

FBI); STRZOK, PETER P. 
CD) (FBI); 
(CD) (FBI , 

• RE: Transition team O briefs --- UNCLASSIFIED;'/ FOUO 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO 

All-

As of this morning, DAD Pete Strzok has identified CD-4 A/SC 

the 2 unclassified briefs (one for each of the transition teams). 

FBI) 
CD) (FBI); 

(CD)(FBI); 

as the briefer for 

- - thanks in advance . Will leave to you to prepare the brief outline. I will be out of the 

office the remainder of this week. Once you have an outline, please provide copy to WFO 

ASAC (cc'd) who is the FBl's Deputy PTT lead . I have not yet heard back 

from the GSA POC, but we offered dates starting the week of 08/29 (next Monday+). 

can interface with our GSA POC to establish the exact date(s). - has a meeting 

tomorrow (08/24) with another group, but GSA may be there also.- will advise.

will attend both these briefs with CD-4 as our overall FBI PTT rep. 

- - below are talking points SSA Joe Pientka put together for the NY brief. 

« File : Trump brief.docx » 

Thanks everyone, 

Chief of Staff 

Executive Staff Unit (ESU) 

Office of Assistant Director 

Counterintelligence Division FBIHQ 



Desk: 

Cell : 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED //FOUO 
======================--------------------------------

Ill - please see attached document I created and used to develop a final outline for the 

brief I provided the candidate. It is not the final cut or verbatim, but is a good framework of 

the topics I covered. 

« File: Trump brief.docx » 

Let me know if you need anything further. 

Regards, 

Joe 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED //FOUO 

Joe was kind enough to stop by and brief me, so CD4 will be good to go. I'll keep my calendar 

open for next week. I am supposed to visit Boston Field Office on 9/1, so I would like to avoid 

that if possible. - and I had previously asked■ to help with the slides, so I am looping 

him in on this email. 

From: STRZOK, PETER P. (CD) (FBI) 
Sent: Tuesday, August 23, 2016 10:28 AM 
To: PIENTKA, JOE WF) (FBI); 
Cc: (CD)(F , 
Su am a briefs ---

Class if i cation: UNCLASSIFIEDH~OUG 

All, I spoke with Joe afterllll and I discussed these briefings earlier today . • , let's 



change what I initially indicated; I would like you (or someone from CD4) to give these 
transition briefs with someone from Joe's team along with you as a back bencher .• , 

please notellll will have the lead for CD in coordinating these two briefings. Any questions, 

please let me know. 

Thanks, 

Pete 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED //FOUO 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED //FOUO 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED //FOUO 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED //FOUO 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIEDf-/POUO 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED //POUO 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED f/EO0O 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED //FOUO 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED HFOUO 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED //FOUO 
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