Wnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510
8/11/2023

VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION

The Honorable Samantha Power
Administrator
U.S. Agency for International Development

Dear Administrator Power:

In 2020, I started an investigation into World Vision after allegations concerning a
diversion of government funds to a terrorist-funding organization, the Islamic Relief Agency
(ISRA).! The investigation found that World Vision had access to the appropriate public
information and should have known how, but failed to, properly vet ISRA as a sub-grantee,
resulting in the transfer of U.S. taxpayer dollars to an organization with an extensive history of
supporting terrorist organization and terrorists. Additionally, the investigation found that a more
“robust and fundamentally sound system of screening and vetting is needed to restore the
public’s trust” in World Vision.? Since then, a former employee of World Vision, Muhammad
Halabi was tried and convicted of funneling up to $50 million to the terrorist group Hamas.?
Halabi was working as the Gaza manager of operations for World Vision and had worked for the
organization since 2005 when he was arrested and ultimately convicted.*

In 2016, World Vision said they would suspend their operations in Gaza in response to
the Halabi arrest.® They also explained that they would conduct a full investigation and audit of
their Gaza operations. ® In 2021, World Vision publicly claimed that they had hired the law firm
DLA Piper and the consulting firm, Deloitte to complete the audit. 7 World Vision claimed the
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audit “found no evidence of diversion of funds and no material evidence that El Halabi was part
of or working for Hamas”; however, the audit was never released to the public.8 In a 2022 World
Vision report, they listed a budget of $9.6 million for the “Jerusalem, West Bank, and Gaza”
region without providing any additional information about the extent of their involvement in
Gaza.’

World Vision continues to receive funding from the government through the U.S. Agency
for International Development (USAID) and other agencies. In 2022, World Vision received
$491 million in “food, non-food commodities, and cash” from the U.S government. !’
Additionally, World Vision is the “sixth largest implementor of USAID grants.” !!

Congress and the American people deserve transparency with respect to the steps USAID
has taken to ensure taxpayer money is used as intended and not for illegal activity. Please
provide answers to the following questions by August 25, 2023.

1. When did USAID first learn of funds being stolen, embezzled or otherwise
misappropriated by Muhammad Halabi?

2. What steps has USAID taken since Muhammad Halabi’s arrest and conviction to prevent
any further taxpayer dollars from going towards terrorist activities? Provide all records.'?

3. Is USAID aware of whether World Vision restarted Gaza operations and, if so, what steps
is USAID taking to ensure there is no influence on these operations from any terrorist
organizations?

4. Is USAID aware of whether any taxpayer funds were used to pay for any legal defense
expenses of Mohammad Halabi? If so, how much was used?

5. Has USAID been given access to World Vision’s DLA Piper and Deloitte financial audit
of the organization? If so, please provide a copy of the audit?'?

6. Does USAID have a complete list of World Vision’s partner organizations around the
world? Provide all records. '
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Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. Should you have any questions,
please contact Julian Wilson on my committee staff at (202) 224-0642.

Sincerely,

ok bty

Charles E. Grassley
Ranking Member
Committee on the Budget



