






November 20, 2024 

The Honorable James D. Jordan 

Chairman 

Committee on the Judiciary 

U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

The Honorable Jerrold L. Nadler 

Ranking Member 

Committee on the Judiciary 

U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Chairman and Representative Nadler, 

On behalf of the American Federation of Government Employees, AFL-CIO (AFGE), which 

represents more than 700,000 federal and District of Columbia government employees in more 

than 70 federal agencies, including 30,000 federal law enforcement officers, I write to urge you 

to support and take action, "Lieutenant Osvaldo Albarati Stopping Prison Contraband Act." 

S.5284, which has already passed the Senate unanimously passed advance S. 5284, the

"Lieutenant Osvaldo Albarati Stopping Prison Contraband Act" introduced by Senator Jon Ossoff 

(D-GA) and Senator Chuck Grassley (R-IA) to crack down on the smuggling of contraband cell 

phones into federal prisons by upgrading the charge for such smuggling from a misdemeanor 

offense to a felony.

The bill is named after Lieutenant Osvaldo Albarati, a correctional officer at Metropolitan 

Detention Center Guaynabo, Puerto Rico, who broke up a contraband smuggling group in prison. 

The group organized a deadly retaliation against Albarati. He was shot and killed in 2013 by a 

group of gunmen on the highway. 

Inmates with access to cellphones can and do coordinate criminal activities both inside and 

outside prison walls, including drug trafficking, extortion, and violence. These devices facilitate 

communication with criminal networks, allowing inmates to continue engaging in illegal 

enterprises from behind bars. By implementing tougher sentencing for inmates caught with cell 

phones, we can send a clear message that such misconduct will not be tolerated and will be 

punished to the fullest extent of the law. 



AFGE urges you to support and advance S. 5284, the "Lieutenant Osvaldo Albarati Stopping 

Prison Contraband Act." For questions or more information please contact, Fiona Kohrman at 

fiona.kohrman@afge.org, or NVP Jason Anderson at jason.anderson@afge.org. 

Sincerely, 

Jason Anderson 

National Vice President 

AFGE District 7  



November 20, 2024 

The Honorable J. Michael Johnson 

Speaker of the House 

U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

The Honorable Hakeem S. Jeffries 

Minority Leader 

U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Speaker and Representative Jeffries, 

On behalf of the American Federation of Government Employees, AFL-CIO (AFGE), which 

represents more than 700,000 federal and District of Columbia government employees in more 

than 70 federal agencies, including 30,000 federal law enforcement officers, I write to urge you 

to support and take action, "Lieutenant Osvaldo Albarati Stopping Prison Contraband Act." 

S.5284, which has already passed the Senate unanimously passed advance S. 5284, the

"Lieutenant Osvaldo Albarati Stopping Prison Contraband Act" introduced by Senator Jon Ossoff 

(D-GA) and Senator Chuck Grassley (R-IA) to crack down on the smuggling of contraband cell 

phones into federal prisons by upgrading the charge for such smuggling from a misdemeanor 

offense to a felony.

The bill is named after Lieutenant Osvaldo Albarati, a correctional officer at Metropolitan 

Detention Center Guaynabo, Puerto Rico, who broke up a contraband smuggling group in prison. 

The group organized a deadly retaliation against Albarati. He was shot and killed in 2013 by a 

group of gunmen on the highway. 

Inmates with access to cellphones can and do coordinate criminal activities both inside and 

outside prison walls, including drug trafficking, extortion, and violence. These devices facilitate 

communication with criminal networks, allowing inmates to continue engaging in illegal 

enterprises from behind bars. By implementing tougher sentencing for inmates caught with cell 

phones, we can send a clear message that such misconduct will not be tolerated and will be 

punished to the fullest extent of the law. 



AFGE urges you to support and advance S. 5284, the "Lieutenant Osvaldo Albarati 

Stopping Prison Contraband Act." For questions or more information please contact, Fiona 

Kohrman at fiona.kohrman@afge.org, or NVP Jason Anderson at jason.anderson@afge.org. 

Sincerely, 

Jason Anderson 

National Vice President 

AFGE District 7  
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