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• A New York man pleaded guilty to possession of a machine gun after receiving a device

through the US Mail that converts a pistol to fully automatic mode. Postal inspectors

played a crucial role in the investigation by identifying and intercepting illegal mailings.8 

• A Massachusetts man pleaded guilty to possessing ghost guns and other illegal firearm

components. Postal inspectors were instrumental in this case, assisting with intercepting

an international parcel containing illegal firearm parts. Postal inspectors coordinated a
controlled delivery, leading to a search of the man's residence, where law enforcement

discovered six ghost guns, silencers, homemade explosives, and ammunition.9 

The Postal Inspection Service has developed comprehensive training programs designed to 
enhance our capabilities in detecting, intercepting, and investigating contraband shipped through 
the U.S. Mail, including firearm switches and other illegal firearms components. This specialized 
training equips our personnel with advanced skills and knowledge, drawing upon our extensive 
experience in parcel-based narcotics investigations. Given the similarities between parcels 
containing narcotics and those containing firearms or firearm parts, our training emphasizes the 
identification of critical indicators and behaviors associated with these shipments. This approach 
ensures that our inspectors are well-prepared to handle the complexities of modern contraband 
trafficking. Additionally, our training programs are continually updated to incorporate the latest 
intelligence, investigative techniques, and technological advancements, thereby maintaining our 
agency's effectiveness in combating illegal activities. 

The Postal Inspection Service's primary law enforcement mission is to safeguard the Postal 
Service, its employees, and the mailing public from criminal activities. To effectively fulfill this 
mission, we collaborate closely with our federal partners, leveraging their specialized expertise to 
obtain trends and analysis. For instance, we rely on the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) 
for comprehensive drug intelligence, as their primary function is to combat drug trafficking. 
Similarly, we depend on the ATF for insights and analysis related to firearms, given their core 
mission to regulate and enforce laws pertaining to firearms. This collaborative approach ensures 
that we stay informed about emerging threats and can proactively address any potential misuse of 
the postal system. Furthermore, our personnel are assigned to various interagency task forces and 
centers, such as the DEA's Special Operations Division, the Organized Crime Drug Enforcement 
Task Force Fusion Center10

, and CBP's National Targeting Center. This collaboration allows us to 
share intelligence, coordinate cases, and conduct joint enforcement operations, maximizing our 
resources and impact. 

While the Postal Inspection Service has not conducted an independent analysis of the level of 
complicity by foreign governments, including the Chinese government, in the manufacture and sale 
of switches, our strategic partnerships with agencies such as the HSI, ATF, and other federal 
entities provide us with critical intelligence. These collaborations enable us to understand the 
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