
 
 

September 17, 2024 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION 
 
The Honorable Christopher Wray 
Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
 
Dear Director Wray: 
 
  I write to you requesting information regarding what steps the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) took to investigate the “several anonymous tips” it received concerning online threats made by 
Colt Gray, the reported gunman in the September 4, 2024, shooting at Apalachee High School in Barrow 
County, Georgia.1  According to reports, Colt Gray shot and killed four people, including two students 
and two teachers. At least nine others were injured when the gunman opened fire inside the school.2  It’s 
reported that as early as May 2023, the FBI’s National Threat Operations Center (NTOC) received 
“several anonymous tips” stating that Gray made online posts with guns threatening to commit a school 
shooting.3  According to a Justice Department report on the FBI’s NTOC Threat Intake Processing 
System, NTOC threat intake examiners process tips, develop reports on the tips, make a determination 
about the threat level of the tip and whether immediate action is needed, and disseminate information to 
the appropriate FBI or other federal, state, and/or local entity for further investigation.4 
 

Additional news reports show that the anonymous tips warned that a user who went by the name 
“Lanza,” that was written in Russian, posted messages to Discord threatening to shoot up a middle 
school.5  Reports say that “[i]nvestigators determined that the email address associated with the Discord 
account belonged to the younger Mr. Gray, who was 13 at the time.”6  According to the FBI press 
statement and other reports, within 24 hours investigators determined the posts originated in Georgia, 
and the FBI Atlanta Field Office referred the matter to local law enforcement for action.7  It’s reported 
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that local law enforcement interviewed Gray and his father about the threatening posts, but Gray denied 
making them.8  Reports say that Gray admitted he had a discord account, but deleted it.9  It’s further 
been reported that at the time, there was no probable cause for arrest or for action by federal or state law 
enforcement.10  Reportedly an investigator wrote in their report about the interview that “[d]ue to the 
inconsistent nature of the information received by the FBI” the allegations that Gray or his father were 
“the user behind the Discord account that made the threat cannot be substantiated.”11  
 
 The FBI reviewed, processed, and disseminated the tips about Gray within 24 hours, indicating 
the online threats to commit a school shooting required the immediate attention of law enforcement.  
Yet, media reports and the FBI’s September 4 press statement don’t fully explain whether the FBI 
investigated or assisted local law enforcement in the investigation of the threatening Discord posts or 
exactly what investigative information the FBI shared with local law enforcement about the online 
threats.12  As I’ve stressed to the FBI in the past, it’s critically important for the public and Congress to 
fully understand what the FBI does or does not do to follow up on the tips it receives about potential 
dangerous threats to public safety.13  
 

Accordingly, to better understand the FBI’s handling of this matter, please provide answers to 
the following no later than October 1, 2024. 

1. What threat level assessment did the FBI assign to the several anonymous tips it received about 
Gray threatening to commit a school shooting?  Was this threat level assessment provided to 
local law enforcement? If not, why not? 

2. How were the several anonymous tips transmitted to the FBI?  Please describe in detail.  
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3. What information did the FBI NTOC provide to the FBI Atlanta Field Office about the several 
anonymous tips about Gray?  Did the FBI Atlanta Field Office provide this information to local 
law enforcement?  If not, why not? 

4. Did local law enforcement request additional information, investigative assistance, or resources 
from the FBI concerning Gray?  If yes, were these requests granted?  If not granted, why not? 

5. Did the FBI Atlanta Field Office provide investigative support to local law enforcement to assist 
in the investigation of Gray?  If not, why not?  If yes, describe, in detail, the investigative 
assistance provided. 

6. Did the FBI open its own assessment, preliminary inquiry, or full investigation based on the 
several anonymous tips it received about Gray?  If not, why not?  If yes, please describe, in 
detail. 

7. What actions did the FBI take to confirm whether Gray was associated with the Discord posts?  
Did the FBI contact Discord to confirm whether Gray made the threatening online posts about 
committing a school shooting?  If not, why not?  If yes, did the FBI provide this information to 
local law enforcement?   

8. Did the FBI receive additional tips about Gray after receiving the several anonymous tips in May 
2023?  If yes: 

a. Describe, in the detail, the tips received and how they were communicated to the FBI. 
b. Did the FBI investigate these tips? 
c. Were these tips provided to local law enforcement? 

9. Has local law enforcement requested resources from the FBI to assist the victims and survivors 
of the Apalachee High School community?  If yes, were these resources granted? If not, why 
not? 
 
Thank you for your prompt review and response. If you have any questions, please contact Brian 

Randolph on my Committee staff at (202) 224-0642. 

 
 
 

Sincerely,  
                                       
    
 
 
        Charles E. Grassley 
        Ranking Member 
        Committee on the Budget  

 


