
 

 
March 15, 2026 

 
VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION 
 
The Honorable Pam Bondi 
Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
 
The Honorable Kash Patel 
Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
 
Dear Attorney General Bondi and Director Patel: 
 

My office has obtained a December 2020 FBI FD-302 documenting an interview with an 
FBI Agent who served on Special Counsel Mueller’s team.  This agent was involved in the 
Crosswind investigation which was a subpart of Crossfire Hurricane.  According to the FD-302, 
the reason for the interview was an internal investigation regarding an allegation that 
Supervisory Intelligence Analyst Brian Auten may have violated Offense Code 1.7 -Investigative 
Deficiency-Misconduct “relating to Judicial Proceedings.”  The FD-302 details substantial 
allegations of misconduct and political bias occurring within Special Counsel Mueller’s office 
during the investigation.1   
 

For example, the FD-302 states multiple personnel were removed from then-Special 
Counsel Mueller’s team because they “saw concerning things and voiced their concern.”  It also 
says former FBI Deputy Director Andrew McCabe “referred to President Trump in a derogatory 
manner” and an attorney wanted to remove the negative tone of the remark from an FD-302.  
The FD-302 specifically notes Aaron Zelinsky’s, Assistant Special Counsel to Mueller, bias and 
states that the Mueller team created “caricatures and cartoons that were anti-Trump.” 

 
The FD-302 also notices instances where security protocols were violated and classified 

information was mishandled as well as potential FISA abuses, including FISA renewals on 
“Crosswind” being unnecessary.  Yet, Kevin Clinesmith allegedly said about FISA corrections, 
“[w]e can’t send this to DOJ.”  The FD-302 also states that an investigation into Tom Barrack 
shouldn’t have been opened.  And finally, the FD-302 notes alcohol was consumed by Mueller 
team members while they were on the clock for the taxpayer.   

 
I have listed the relevant excerpts below.   

 
 

 
 

 
 

1 On file with Committee staff.  
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A. Potentially improper FISA renewals and misleading the FISC: 
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B. “Concerning things” and anti-Trump bias: 
 

 
 

C. Bias exhibited by Aaron Zelinsky and anti-Trump drawings: 
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D. Potentially improper FISA; “overzealous thoughts and bias that permeated the 
investigation,” “get someone” attitude, alleged improper investigation into Barrack: 
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E. Zainab Ahmad allegedly violated security protocols; SCO team members allegedly 
consumed alcohol while on the taxpayers’ dime: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[REST OF PAGE LEFT INTENTIONALLY BLANK] 
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F. Mueller team officials appear to have realized they engaged in wrongdoing: 

 

  

G. The interviewee suggests documents exist to prove wrongdoing: 
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The FD-302 confirms long-standing concerns that political bias rotted the decision-

making process within the Mueller team.  The American public deserve answers.  Accordingly, 
please provide answers to the following questions and responsive records no later than March 29, 
2026.   
 

1. Provide all emails relating to the FD-302 from all named custodians.  This request includes 

FISA related emails. 

2. Provide all FISA applications, predication material and related reporting. 

3. Provide all journals referenced in the FD-302.  

4. Provide the FD-302 where McCabe allegedly referred to Trump in a derogatory manner. 

5. Provide the Rosenstein scoping letter. 

6. Provide the 1A file including all ant-Trump drawings and caricatures. 

7. Provide the email with Sally Moyer regarding Zainab Ahmad’s alleged security violations.   

8. Was any investigation conducted into the allegations that Zainab Ahmad potentially 

mishandled classified information?  If not, why not?  If yes, provide all records.2   

9. Does Justice Department policy allow the consumption of alcohol while at work?  If not, did 

the Justice Department investigate the allegations that alcohol was consumed in the SCO 

team area?  If not, why not?  If yes, provide all records. 

 
Thank you for your prompt review and responses. If you have any questions, please 

contact my Committee staff at (202) 224-5225. 
 
 
 

    Sincerely,  
 
 

 
 
Charles E. Grassley      
Chairman       
Committee on the Judiciary    

  
    

 
2 “Records” include any written, recorded, or graphic material of any kind, including letters, memoranda, reports, 
notes, electronic data (emails, email attachments, and any other electronically created or stored information), 
calendar entries, inter-office communications, meeting minutes, phone/voice mail or recordings/records of verbal 
communications, and drafts (whether they resulted in final documents). 


