


 
acknowledged in the Society’s Final Program, ASCRS Newsletter and on its Website. 
 
Following is additional information you requested: 
 

1.  Please describe the policies for accepting industry funding and whether or not 
ASCRS allows companies to place restrictions or provide guidance on how 
funding will be spent. 

                      
                        ASCRS adheres to the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical  
                        Education (ACCME) Standards for Commercial Support  (Attachment 2)  for  
                        its continuing medical education activities and does not allow companies to  
                        place restrictions or provide guidance on how funding for those activities 

will be spent.  ASCRS develops a list of educational grants and advertising 
opportunities and forwards that list to industry for possible funding.   
Attachment 2-A is a sample page from this document.                   

 
     All  CME activities are developed by the Program Chair and Vice Chair with  
                        assistance from the Program Committee at least 8 months prior to the meeting.    
                        This core group of physicians develops needs assessment, gap analysis,  
                        educational objectives and session agendas with proposed speakers.     
                        Concurrently, the Program Chair and Vice Chair appoint  course, symposia    
                        and workshop physician directors who, in turn, review the proposed agenda  
                        and make necessary changes to the content, speakers and objectives.   This is a  
                       collaborative  effort between the Program Chair, Vice Chair, Course Director  
                        and Co-Director to further meet the educational needs of the physician  
                        audience.    ASCRS then seeks support from multiple sponsors for each  
                        activity planned.   We believe that helps to promote a balanced program in  
                        furtherance of the ACCME guidelines.     The Program Chair presents the  
                        scientific program to the Executive Council at its October meeting for  
                        review and approval.  (Attachment 2-B is a sample of the program activity  
                        showing speaker disclosures) 
 

Please note that those providing corporate support for a sponsored program 
are required to sign a Letter of Agreement which contains the following 
language: 

                   



                 “The Corporate Supporter agrees to abide by all requirements  
                                          of the ACCME  Standards for Commercial Support of Continuing  
                                          Medical Education, the American Medical Association’s Ethical  
                                          Opinion on Continuing Medical Education and Gifts to 
                     Physicians, the Food and Drug Administration regulations  
                                          regarding Industry Supported Scientific and Educational  
                                          Activities, the PhRMA code on Interactions with Healthcare  
                                          Professionals, AdvaMed Code of Ethics and the Office of 
                     Inspector General Compliance Program Guidance for  
                                          Pharmaceutical Manufacturers”. 
 
                  Attachment 2-C is the Letter of Agreement with industry related to  
                           educational grants 
                  Attachment 2-C(1) is the Policy related to 3rd Party Medical  
                           Education Companies 
                  Attachment 2-C(2) is the Letter of Agreement with industry related  
                           to advertising. 
 
 

2. If ASCRS allows companies to place restrictions on industry funding, then please 
explain all restrictions and/or guidance for each transfer of value from industry.  
For every transfer of value with a restriction, please provide the following 
information:  year of transfer, name of company and restriction placed on funding. 
 
             ASCRS does not allow companies to place restrictions on industry funding. 

 
3. Please explain what policies, if any, that ASCRS plans to adopt to ensure 

transparency of funding in order to provide a greater public trust in the 
independence of your organization.    

 
ASCRS already has certain policies in place.   For example, all industry 
support is summarized on the ASCRS website at www.fascrs.org, is included 
in the Annual Meeting Final Program Guide, is announced at the Annual 
Meeting, and is featured in the ASCRS Newsletter (which also is included on 
the website).    
Attachment 3 is industry support listed on ASCRS Website  (2009) 
Attachment 3-A is industry support in Final Program (2006-2009) 
Attachment 3-B is industry support included in ASCRS Newsletter (2006-
2009) 

http://www.fascrs.org/�


 
In addition, ASCRS intends to adopt and implement additional policies and 
practices to ensure even greater transparency.   For example, ASCRS has 
developed and will seek formal approval of a comprehensive, written conflict 
of interest disclosure policy to further expand on the practices ASCRS 
currently follows.   In addition, ASCRS will consider the efficacy of posting 
some or all disclosure information of its Executive Council, staff directors and 
members of appropriate committees on its Website. 
 

 
4. Please explain your policies on disclosure of outside income by your top 

executives and board members. 
 
             ASCRS has a Conflict of Interest Policy which was approved by  
             the Executive Council in 2006 and modified by the Executive  
             Council at its October 12, 2009 Meeting for use in connection with all of its  
             continuing medical education  programs.   This Policy is based on the  
             requirements of the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education. 
 
             Attachment 4 is the 2006 Conflict of Interest Policy 
             Attachment 4-A is the modified policy – approved 10/12/09 

           
In addition, as noted above, ASCRS has prepared a comprehensive policy to 
incorporate disclosure of outside income for its Executive Council members 
and others involved in ASCRS activities and decision-making.   We expect the 
new policy to be considered and adopted by the Executive Council at its next 
meeting.   Attachment 4-B is the draft Conflict of Interest Policy. 

 
 

5. Please provide the disclosures of outside income filed with your organizations by 
your top executives and board members. 

                          
As explained above, the Society is in the process of preparing a 
comprehensive Conflict of Interest Policy and Disclosure Form specifically for 
use by its Executive Council members and others involved in ASCRS activities 
and decision-making.  Nonetheless, several Executive Council members and 
staff directors have already completed disclosure forms in the context of their 



involvement in specific ASCRS programs and activities.   Those disclosure 
forms are included in Attachment 5 (2006-2009). 

        
ASCRS appreciates the opportunity to address your concerns regarding transparency in 
healthcare.  Much of the information contained in this letter is also included in the Society’s 
Annual Form 990 Information Return.    While we applaud your efforts to address 
transparency in  healthcare, ASCRS would like to state that we appreciate the support we 
have received from industry.    Without that support,  many of our important programs and 
research projects would not have been possible.    ASCRS is focused on:  a) promoting 
awareness of early detection of colorectal diseases, b) education of its members and others 
to improve patient outcomes and safety and  c) research to eliminate/manage diseases of 
the colon, rectum and anus. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
James  Slawny 
Co-Executive Director 
 

 
Richard  Slawny 
Co-Executive Director 
 
Attachment Summary: 

1           Spreadsheet listing all funding received for ASCRS activities 2006-2009 
1-A         Exhibitors 2006-2009 
1-B          In-kind support 2006-2007 
 
2           ACCME Standards for Commercial Support 
2-A         ASCRS Wish List sample  (2009) 
2-B          Sample of program activity showing disclosures 
2-C         Letter of Agreement with industry related to educational grants 
2-C(1)    Policy related to 3rd Party Medical Education Companies 
2-C(2)    Letter of Agreement with industry related to advertising 
 
3         Industry support listed on ASCRS website (2009 info) 

      3-A       Industry support in final program (2006-2009) 



      3-B        Industry support included in ASCRS Newsletter (2006-2009) 
 

4       Conflict of Interest Policy – 2006 
4-A            Conflict of Interest Policy – modified 10/12/09 
4-B              Draft Conflict of Interest Policy  
 
5      Disclosures – Council members – 2006-2009 
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