
 

 

 

 
October 21, 2010 

 

Via Electronic Transmission 

 

The Honorable Eric K. Shinseki 

Secretary 

United States Department of Veterans Affairs 

810 Vermont Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20420 

 

Dear Secretary Shinseki: 

 

            Thank you for your September 30, 2010 response to my letter regarding Dr. 

Stephen L. Ondra and his financial relationship with Medtronic, Inc.  I am writing today 

to follow up on information provided in your response.  

 

1) You stated in that Dr. Ondra does not have any contact with Medtronic in his 

official capacity as Senior Policy Advisor for Health Affairs at the Department of 

Veterans Affairs (VA).   

 

a. Please describe in detail Dr. Ondra’s specific duties and responsibilities as 

the Senior Policy Advisor for Health Affairs. 

 

b. Is Dr. Ondra consulted on any matters that may relate to Medtronic? 

 

2) You stated that you have “consistently stressed, in communications to senior 

managers and all VA employees, that given the awesome mission with which we 

have been entrusted, we must adhere to the very highest ethical standards.”  

Please provide copies of those emails and other communications that you sent to 

senior managers and other VA employees. 

 

3) In your response, you also stated that the VA’s Office of Information and 

Technology did a mailbox search and message retrieval of Dr. Ondra’s VA email 

account for all emails responsive to Senator Grassley’s September 28
th

 request.  

Please list the search terms used at that time to identify any responsive emails. 

 

4) Dr. Ondra reported on his Public Financial Disclosure Report filed in May 2010 

that he was an officer of Linden Consulting, LLC, from December 2007 to 

present.  In its submission to the Committee, Medtronic reported that it paid Dr. 

Ondra $128,750 in 2007 and $136,718 in 2008 through Linden Consulting.  (See 

Attachments)  Is Dr. Ondra still an officer of Linden Consulting?  If so, does he 

continue to receive any payments from or through Linden Consulting?  
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 Thank you for your attention and assistance on this matter.  I would appreciate 

your response to my questions by no later than October 28, 2010.  Should you have any 

questions regarding this letter, please do not hesitate to contact Angela Choy at (202) 

224-4515.  Any formal correspondence should be sent electronically in PDF searchable 

format to Brian_Downey@finance-rep.senate.gov. 
 
 

Sincerely, 

 

                               
               Charles E. Grassley 

           Ranking Member  

 
 
 
 

cc:  The Honorable George J. Opfer 

 Inspector General 

 United States Department of Veterans Affairs 
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